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City of CORK, 


In which Five PaysIclans are engaged 


With the remarkable Manner of its being hitherto 
conducted. 


To Which are Subjoined 


Two Letters from Dr. Map and One from Dr. 
FRewin, to the different Perſons concern'd. 


In a Letter from a Gentleman there to his Friend in London. 
„„ 
— primum 
Et ſcrutare Viros.— — Dedit hanc Contagio Labem, 


Sicut Grex totus in Agris 
Unius Scabie cadit, & porrigine Porci, 


Dvague conſpecta livorem ducit ab uva. | 
2 Sat. 2d, 
Sapicntion ſibi adimunt, qui ſine ullo Judicto probant, 


et ab alus, pecudum more, ducuntur. 
Lactantius de Origine Erroris. 
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9 8 IX, a 
S I have ſent you a ſhort Account 
of the little I have ſeen of this 
Country, I think I ought to give 
you a Specimen too of the Conver- 
E ſation and Parties that have lately 
divided this flouriſning City, amidſt 
all the Hurry and Occupation of a great Trade. 

A Gentleman here conceives he has made a Diſ- 
covery in Morals, which is, that there is a certain 
equal Quantity of Diſcord in the World, like 
what has been mentioned by ſome Philoſophers of 
Water. Exiſt where it will, whether it is drawn up 
to float above us*-in Clouds, or pour'd down in 
Showers, whether it may run Eaſt, Weſt, North, 
or South, in greater or ſmaller Bodies, the Bulk = 

B the 


1 21 

the whole is ſtill the ſame: Diſcord therefore, an 
he, in the ſame manner is always of a certain ſtated 
Quantity in the World, though it may often ap- 
pear unequally parcelled out; of late, perhaps, it 
lay together in a Heap upon the middle Continent 
of Europe, and now it ſeems to have gone ſtraggling 
into particular States, as Holland, Corfica, Italy, or 
our three Kingdoms; though it threatens ſoon to 
move Northward in a large Body, to poſſeſs the 
different Coaſts of the Baltick. It is much the ſame 
in a particular Kingdom, for if in the Summer Sea- 
ſon it may be lurking among Gentlemens Seats, 
or Election Boroughs, yet you'll be ſure to find it, 
in the cold Weather, huddled together in great 
Towns, and more eſpecially in a Metropolis, 
where it is apter to ſharpen and ferment like 
other Fluids. Now with this Conſideration, one 
Place may be looked upon as a kind of Drain upon 
another, according as this Tide may pour itſelf into 
different Channels, Ireland ſometimes draws it off 
from Great Britain, and in this Reſpect, this ſame 
City of Cork has of late engroſſed the Quantum al- 
lowed for this Iſland, ſo as in ſome Meaſure to dry 
up the reſt of the Kingdom. 

Happy therefore, and wiſe was the Diſpefition 
of Providence, which has allowed of theſe Iſſues in 
a Kingdom, which may ſo uſefully drain off this 
morbid Humour from the reſt of the Body Politick; 
and it is to be hoped, that in this Age of Projectors 
an able Head may come forth and find out ſome 
beneficial Scheme of diverting this Peſtilence of 
Contention towards the Hills of Kerry, or the Bogs 
of Conaught, where it may be hemmed in, rarified 
or condenſed, as ſhall ſeem moſt proper, while the 
other Parts of this Kingdom may enjoy a State of 
perfect Tranquillity in the Bond of univerſal Chri- 
tian Affection. 
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The Animoſities which have lately buſied People 
here, have been either Ecclefiaſtical, or Medical, 
for the other learned Profeſſion of the Law, which 
the Spirit of Contention formerly ſeems to have 
taken up as its choſen Abode, it here emptied, 
at preſent, to fill up the other two. And what is 
ſtill more remarkable, and which, indeed, ſupports 
the former Theory, is, That when the Clergy are 
by the Ears, the Phyſicians are at their Eaſe, and 
when the Phyficians riſe to Battle, the other Body 
ſeem becalmed, Though it is hard to ſay in 
either of theſe Caſes, whether it is the Spirit of 
mutual Forgiveneſs, or that their Attention 1s taken 
off by this new Uproar, or perhaps only a ſhore 
Reſt after the Fatigue of Fighting, whether it is 
one or all of theſe, is not my Buſineſs to ſettle, nor 
am I, indeed, ſufficiently inſtructed ſo to do. At 
preſent I have only Time to give you a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Medical Battle, and ſhall reſerve the 
other for an after Amuſement. 

The Phyſical;Controverſy then, has been carried 
on by four Phyſicians on the one Side, of the 
Names of Rogers, Flaherty, Bonbonous and Connell, 
and on the other Side, by one Dr. Blair; It ſeems 
theſe four Gentlemen had attended one Mr. Baker 
a Merchant of this City, during a violent Fever, 
whom after ten or twelve Days, they gave over as a 
dying Perſon, or were ſo underſtood by the Fa- 
mily of the Perſon indiſpoſed, as indeed, one of 
the Phyſicians came, as deputed from the reſt, to 
deſire his Relations ſhould ſend for a Clergyman to 
communicate the diſagreeable Tidings in a proper 
Manner to his Wife. One of theſe Relations then 
bethought of ſending for this Dr. Blair, to try if 
he could do any Thing for Mr. Baker, who was 
thus given over, and at the ſame Time they ſent 
for one of the other Phyſicians, to communicate 1 
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had been already preſcribed ; which this Phyſician 
refuſed either to come, or to do, as declaring he 
could not bear to ſee his Friend die. Dr. Blair there- 
fore, being informed of the above, viſits Mr. Baker, 
orders him to be bled in one of the Arteries of the 
Forehead, and preſcribes a Julap to ſtop a violent 
Looſeneſs he had; he is bled, he takes the Julap, 
and is thought by all the Family, next Morning, 
to be better. The other Phyſicians come, quarrel 
with every Thing preſcribed by Dr. Blair, inſiſt 
that the Julap was poiſon, and the Bleeding Mur- 
der, declare the Patient much worſe, and there- 
fore thought him eaſier to be cured, which they 
undertake with greater Chearfulneſs and Confidence 
of Succeſs than before, they refuſe conſulting with 
Dr. Blair, becauſe he had diſturbed the dying 
deſperate Way their Patient had been in, ſince, as 
they expreſſed it, he was approaching a Criſis 
* that ought not to have been prevented.” The 
Friends of the Patient, notwithſtanding, deſire the 
ſaid Dr. Blair to continue his Attendance, and he 
was not diſcharged till after Dr. Rogers and other 
two of them were, when Mr. Baker was out of all 
Danger. In ſhort, Mr. Baker recovers, and the 
Town talk variouſly. Many inſiſted he was cured 
by Dr. Blair; but on the contraay, the four Phy- 
ſicians poſitively declare, that he poiſoned him 
and that therefore, when they took him again under 
their Care, they had to recover him from a worſe 
State than that dying one, in which they had given 
him up. 

Thus ſtood the Affair, when Avunts, Couſins, 
Patients, Friends, and indeed all the People of the 
Town, that were otherwiſe indifferent, began to 
range themſelves on one Side and t' other. Diſputes 
commenced, which were mixed with great Heat 
and Altercation; Facts were contraverted, perſonal 
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Reflections were made, and in ſhort, every Thing 
was brought in that could thicken the Battle, The 
Affair went on for a few Weeks in this divided 
Manner, when upon the Circumſtances being a little 
cleared up, the current Report began to run all one 
Way. To undeceive the Publick, out came a Diary; 
and to contradict the Diary, out came a Caſe ; each 
narrating their own State of the Affair. It was 
found in a little, that the Caſe had rather got the 
better of the Diary, by reaſon of a certain Corps de 
Reſerve of Affidavits and Certificates, which was 
planted ir. the Rear, and was thought to have done 
ſome Execution, The four Gentlemen upon this, 
thought proper to bring a new Army into the Field, 
under the Name of a Reply, honeſt and fair, and 
full of great Candour, and much Honour, as is 
particularly mentioned in the Title, and often re- 
peated in every Page of the Work, which gave Oc- 
caſion to a certain Wag here to apply to this what 
Dr. Swift has ſomewhere ſaid of Dryden, That he 
had often told him in Confidence, That the World 
would never have known he was ſo great a Poet, 
if he had not taken Care particularly to mention it 
in all his Prefaces and Dedications, ; 

Before I give you any of the Merits of this laſt 
Piece, I muſt acquaint you with a Secret in Au- 
thorſhip which Dr. Rogers (whom every Body al- 
low to be the Author of the Diary, and of the 
Bulk of the Reply) has practiſed in both theſe 
Pieces, with much private Satisfaction to himſelf, 
and may be noted as a uſeſul Hint to that numerous 
Fraternity, | 

Thus, as it was proper to throw a little Incenſe 
upon his own Actions and Character, which the 
whimſical World would not be ſo ready to ſnuff up, 
if it came directly from himſelf, he has therefore, 
in the Diary, introduced the Perſon of a Boſom 

| Friend 
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Friend writing to another Intimate, and having once 


ſettled theſe Dramatis Perſonæ, as talking famili- 
arly to one another, he then begins, ſaying as much 


Good of himſelf, by way of perſonal Character, 
and as much Il] of his Adverſary, as could eaſily be 

ut together, and all this without the leaſt Suſpicion 
of Partiality ; becauſe to be ſure, every Body muſt 
ſuppoſe it was wrote by a Byſtander. Thus in the 
Advertiſement prefixed to the Diary, the good 
Friend narrates how long the Author had ſtood 


Proof againſt the Buffeting of his Arguments, how 


often he had ra'lied, and reinforced, and plied him 
anew with freſh Reaſons, which at length, with 
the utmoſt Difficulty had brought him to conſent 
to give him his Papers, by which we are ſurely to 
underſtand that they were delivered with great Ce- 
remony from the right Hand to the left. Then 
this Friend takes it into his Head to write a Com- 
mentary upon the phyſical Notes of the Author, 
which occaſions a new Diſtreſs, as it obliges him to 
get a third Friend to prevail upon the writing 
Friend himſelf, that he may publiſh his Obſerva- 
tions on the Author. So that, by this excellent 
Piece of double Machinery, the Author lies ſecreted 
and ſnug, while the friendly Importunity of theſe 
Gentlemen is ſaid, moſt unchriſtianly to force him 
to talk to the Publick againſt his Will. Now the 
Benefit of theſe precautionary advanced Guards is 
obvious, becauſe it is expected, that the Adverſary 
muſt firſt regulary level theſe two Ranks, before he 
can think of attacking the Author, who ſits, to be 
ſure, calm and unconcerned in the Rear of the 
Line. | 

Having once ſettled the introductory Ceremo- 
nials, he begins, without the leaſt Baſhfulneſs, to 
mention in every Page, the great Opinion he has 
of the Author's Skill, and of all his Friends, talks 
| ; | | much 


„ 
much of his Humanity, and his peculiar Talent of 
23 Conſolation, and when any Perſon happens to ad- 
mire or. applaud the Author, he takes Care, in 
choice Terms, to praiſe that Gentleman's great 
2 Candour for ſo doing; when his Adverſary hap- 
pened to recollect a Circumſtance which made againſt 
the Author, tho' it ſtands proved by a double Evi- 
dence; he frankly calls it a Contradiction in Terms 
and confutes the Evidence by quoting his Chriſtian 
Faith, and that Stock of Honour upon which he 
had traded for ſo many Years. Now by the Ma- 
nagement of theſe and many other excellent Devices, 
he has found Means to pillar and prop many a dead 
Weight, that would otherwiſe have cruſhed the 
weak Shoulders of any modern Author, I am apt 
to think, however, that this Invention is not alto- 
gether original and from himſelf, but that he took 
the Hint from Lord Shafi/bury's Advice to an 
Author, to divide himſelf into two Perſons, (tho? 
» with a different Intention) becauſe he has ſome- 
8 times, not only multiplied himſelf into ten Perſons, 
but even up to 50, ooo; as he makes the whole ac- 
t cumulated Body of the City of Cork talk thro? his 
3 Mouth; and then he bluſters and roars againſt his 


a af ARTE . ARS ASS. 


md Wi WY rid Reid C&D OY me 


ct 


— 1 WW 


> Adverſary, as if it were the Voice and party-co- 
n lour'd Language of a Multitude of People. 

e Again in the Reply, when the four Gentlemen 
is are ſuppoſed to be jointly concerned in the Work, 


y Fit is not then neceſſary that the four ſhould be 
je talking together thro' the whole Book, which might 


& introduce an Indiſtinctneſs and Confuſion of Lan- 
je guage. It is therefore much better, for each to 

write a Paragraph in his Turn in the Name of the 
f reſt, tho' the Facts there mentioned may but barely 
o be true with regard to his ſingle Perſon; ſuch as that 


az z he did not fee ſuch a Fact, or ſay ſuch a thing, 
upon the Credit of which, he may declare bluntly 
3 and 


181 
and ſtoutly, by way of ſpeaking for them all, that 
ſuch and ſuch a thing was neither ſeen nor ſaid, and 
this without a direct Perjury, is a moſt excellent 
Expedient to ſerve the common Cauſe. The Affair 
may go on for a time in one of theſe ſingle Perſons, 
or may go round to each of the four, according to 
theſe critical Circumſtances in which it is proper for 
him and for him alone, to declare negatively full 
bolt, againſt certain Facts and Evidences that are 
brought againſt them. So that by this happy 
Contrivance, the Weight of the Controverſy, like 
a Muſket, may be ſhifted from the Shoulder of 
one to that of another, that each may take the 
Trouble of loading and firing away in their Turn. 

The Conveniency too of this in the way of Pane- 
gyrick is very evident, for Bonbonous may praiſe 
Rogers, and Rogers may praile Bonbonous, and they 
two may perfume Flaherty and Connell, by way of 
getting Credit in their own Account, for a Debt 
that muſt be paid in ſome after Page ; like the two 
Barriſters of the Temple mentioned by Mr. Pope, 
who ſuckled each other ſo plentifully, by Compli- 
ments of the firſt Names in the Law *. 

For it is evident, that a Man ſhould never ſay 
theſe Things of himſelf, which his Friend can ſay 
for him with ſo much better Propriety and Decorum, 
and therefore tho' the People here univerſally give 
it out, that the whole of this Reply came from the 
Pen of Dr. Rogers, yet I can never be brought to 


*The Temple late two Brother Serjeants ſaw, 

Who deem'd each other Oracles of Law; 

With equal Talents, theſe cogenial Souls, 
One lull'd th' Exchequer and one ſtunn'd the Rolls. 
Each had a Gravity would make you ſplit, 
And ſhook his Head at Murray as a Wit. 
Twas Sir, your Law,” and “ Sir, your Eloquence,“ 
* Yours Cooper's Manner, and © yours Talbet's Senſe.” 

| Pape's Imitation of Horate, 2. Ep. Book 2d. v. 127. 
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believe, but that his Friend Bonbonous help'd him 
out with theſe pretty Encomiums, with which he is 
in many Places ſo ſweetly beſprinkled. | 

The Manner too in which they would have-their 
own Authority eſtabliſh*d, as the dernier Reſort 
both in the Way of Evidence, and likewiſe in that 
of Tribunal and Judgment, is very remarkable. 
No Diſpute of any Sort can ſubſiſt for the leaſt 
Time, unleſs certain leading Facts are affirmed by 
one Side, and poſitively contradicted by the other. 
Now to find out the true State of the Gale M ſuch 
Circumſtances, the common and indeed the on 
Way, is to call in ſuch indifferent and difinterefi84 
Perſons, as have had Acceſs to know any thing of 
the Matter. For there are but few, whoſe known 
Coolneſs and Candour, have ever intitled them to 
appear in any other Reſpect, than as a kind of co- 
lateral Evidences for themſelves. And as even in 


| that Caſe it may be aſſum'd as a general Truth, 


that the Judgment of every Man engaged in a Con- 
teſt, is to a certain Degree, impoſed upon by his 


2 Paſſions; it is only therefore according to the leſs 
* Influence of theſe, that the Authority of his Judg- 
ment is at all allowed of. But when it appears, 
that his Paſſions are uncommonly irritated and im- 


petuous, and his Reſentment very ſharp and keen, 


it is evident that the moſt conſcientious Affirmations 


he can utter, will then go for nothing with the 
World. Becauſe it is manifeſt that his Faculties, 


3 both of Memory and Underſtanding, being in that 
turbulent Agitation, are as thorougly corrupted 


by the Virulence of Party Spirit, as the Body ever 
is, in the Caſe of a general Leproſy. And indeed 
this Maladie du Cæur & de Þ Ame, is of ſuch a kind, 
as to diſcover itſelf by Exanthemata and other Symp- 
toms, as regularly appearing as theſe of that Diſ- 
temper, or indeed of any other. For then his Works 
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will not only be thick cover'd over with evident 


Contradictions to plain Facts, but interſperſed with 


ſuch ſpiteful and purulent Reflexions againſt his Ad- 
verſary, that they may be ſaid moſt literally to 
reſemble the morbid Spots and Scabs, which are 
thrown out from within, in the Caſe of that loathſome 
Diſeaſe, And we may therefore ſafely conclude, 
that the moſt ſolemn Declarations, of any Perſon 
or Perſons, againſt whom there is this material Ob- 
jection, will never in their own Caſe be of ſufficient 
Credit, to ſatisfy the neutral Part of Mankind. 

But however it does not appear, that this plain 
Truth was fo clear to this quadruple Alliance in 
Phyfick, fince their Manner of giving Evidence 
for themſelves, runs pretty much in this diverting 
Strain, thro? the whole of the Reply. 

We four, ſay they, having great Faith as Chriſ- 
titans, and much Honour as Gentlemen, and withal 
having ſufficient Authority ſo to declare, as being all 
of us Evidences for each other, and every Man for 
himſelf ; We therefore by the Authority aforeſaid, 
do moſt poſitively affirm, that it is a Thing abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for us, to be at any Time, or in 
the leaſt Degree, miſtaken in our Practice; the 
Proof of which they have given us in a Latin Sen- 
tence, Non licet in Medicina ſemel peccare. And as 
one of their Number had publiſhed a Diary of Mr. 
Baker's Diſtemper, they would proceed by the ſame 
imperial Authority, to impoſe this on Dr. Blair, as 
a Standard in the Controverſy ; tho? it would have 
been better for them, firſt to have pretended to be 


divinely inſpired, becauſe by that they might have 


had a Precedent, to talk in. the Stile of a Turk 
holding forth his Kor AN to a Chriflian. For ſurely 
they look and ſpeak as big as any Mahometan of 
them all, when they declare, That whatever Symp- 
toms are not recorded in this Diary, or whatever 
| Medicines 
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Medicines are not there mentioned to have had ſuch 
and ſuch Effects, we mult poſitively and particularly 
deny, however ſupported they may be by Witneſſes, 
or however agreeable to other known Circumſtances 
becauſe we inſiſt, that there is no other Way of 
determining this controverted Fact, than by our 
ſole Authority. And ſince Dr. Blair had defended 
and ſupported his State of the Caſe, by the Decla- 
rations and Oaths of Mr. Baker's whole Family, as 
well as all his Friends and Relations that were then 
about him; We, therefore, ſay they, take upon 
us in our Conſciences to declare, that this is a moſt 
ſcandalous and illegal intrenching himſelf in the Learn- 
ing of a Farrago of Affidavits and Certificates, ratber 
than in the Opinion of the great Men of the Profeſſion, 
for this very good Reaſon, becauſe the Diſpute is 
not as to a Matter of Opinion, but as to a Matter 
of Fact, where the Judgment of no Phyſicians can 
be deciſive, without there is laid before them, the 
whole Series of Facts, properly ſupported by Wit- 
neſſes of Impartiality, Honeſty, and Judgment; 


and if the Caſe admits of it, above Fear, Depen- 
* dence, or Temptation. 


Now had theſe Gentlemen been educated in the 


$ Law, and employed, ſuppoſe in the Caſe of a diſ- 


puted Eſtate, by one of the Parties that claim'd it, 
their Language at the Bar by way of Anſwer to a 
Proof led by the oppoſite Party, would run pretty 
much in this Strain, | 
Why will you bring us in this Muſter Roll of 
Witneſſes, eſpecially of ſuch low Creatures, as 
Servatits, Farmers, Stewards, or Day-Labcurers, 
by way of entrenching yourfelves in your Rights, 
and making out your Titles to this Eſtate ? for as 
this is a Sort of Proof the firſt of the Kind that ever 
was offer'd in ſuch a Caſe “, ſo we think it muck 
C2 beneath 
| ® See the Preface ta the Reply near the Bottom of the S Page. 
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beneath our Dignity, and therefore it is that we in* 
tend, only to bring in the Opinion of ſuch of our 
Brethren of the Law, as we alone think proper to 
apply to: And as we claim to ourſelves the ſole 
Prerogative of laying before theſe Counſellors our 
State of the Caſe, and our Manner of repreſenting 
the Facts, we are very confident, that they muſt 
give their Judgment in our Favours, without the 
leaſt Heſitation; and to inforce the whole they 
might add, that were this Motion of theirs allow'd 
of, and once eſtabliſn'd in all Courts of Juſtice, it 
would quicken the Deciſion of Law Suits much 
faſter, than any Thing of the Kind that has been 
lately eſtabliſh*d, by his Majeſty of Pruſſia. 

But it is Time now to ſhift the Scene, that I may 
give you a little more in Detail, the principal Points 
in Diſpute, and withal that Kind of Evidence that 


is brought by each Party, to ſupport their ſeperate 
Aſſertions. 


The firſt material Article that is contraverted, 
is, Whether this Night of the 11% of July, which 
is called the 14456 Night of Mr. Baker's Illneſs, 
when Dr. Blair was called in, was look'd upon, 
and judged by the other four Phyſicians, really, 
truly, and bona fide, to be a Critical Night with re- 
gard to Mr. Baker's Diſtemper : By which it muſt 
be underſtood, that theſe four Gentlemen, or at leaſt 
the Majority of them, entertained certain Hopes 
and Expectations, from ſome Symptoms or Rea- 
ſons beſt known to themſelves, that the Diſtemper 
would take a favourable Turn that Night, and 
therefore till that was over, they conceived that Mr. 
Baker had ſtill a good Chance for his Life. Now 
this Story of the Criſis is particularly aſſerted, and 
often repeated in the Diary, in their Reply, and was 
the only plauſible Thing they had to fay, by way of 
Complaint againſt Dr, Blair, in their Letters both 
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to Dr. Mead and Dr. Frewin ; for this laſt Gentle- 
man particularly mentions it in his Anſwer to Dr, 
Rogers. I muſt therefore, declare, ſays he, that 
& T think it a Point agreed on by the beſt Prac- 
cc titioners and Writers, that at a Time when a 
« Crifis is at hand, (which you ſay the Gentlemen 
<« expected the fourteenth Night,) Nature ſhould 
* not be interrupted by Bleeding, or any other 
« Evacuation.” You will eaſily obſerve then, that 
this Affirmation of a critical Night, is the Corner- 
Stone of their Story, upon the Truth or Falſhood 
of which, the whole Building they have raiſed up- 
on it, muſt ſtand or fall to Shivers. | 

But what ſhall we think of this bold Aſſertion of 
theirs, in which their Faith, and their Honour, and 
their Conſcience, are ſo much concerned, if it ap- 
pears from an Evidence, which they have never as 
yet in all their Defences dared to contradict; which 
is, that three of them poſitively, particularly, nay, 
with a remarkable Solemnity, declared that Night 
to all Mr, Baker's Friends, that their Patient Mr. 
Baker was à dying Man, and could not ſurvive, 
That this Night then, was a critical Night, appears 
very evidently, not to have been the Opinion of 
either Dr. Connell, Dr. Flaherty, or Dr. Bonbonous 3 
but Dr. Rogers being ſince hard puſh'd as to his 
critical Night, has thought proper to lay aſide the 
plural Number, and talks of it only as his own pri- 
vate Opinion; tho” in his Letter to Dr. Frewin, it 
appears that he told him, without the leaſt Scruple, 
« that it was the Opinion of all the four Gentlemen 
of ſo good a Character, that this Night was a critical 
Night;“ now to pull him out of this Difficulty, will 
require only a new Exertion of his Faith as a Chriſ- 
tian, and his Honour as a Gentleman, which he 
uſes like two Pullies in a Piece of Machinery, for 
the raiſing every Weight that lies upon him, tho? 


3 he 
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he has not conſider'd that theſe excellent Goods of his, 
if not uſed with Diſcretion, are liable to go to 
ven by being overloaded. But again I muſt in- 
orm you, that there ate Preſumptions, and thoſe 
not one or two but ſeveral, which make it out to 
me very evident, hat it does nat appear, that even 
Dy. Rogers himſelf conjidered that Night as a 
critical Night notwithſtanding all he has ſince ſaid 
to the contrary. For firſt, tho he has been often called 
upon, he has not thought it proper to ſhew that heever 
faid that Evening to Phyſician, Friend, or Servant, 
that, that Night would be a critical Night. For his 
ſaying, ex poſt facto, that he then thought ſo, is evi- 
dence to nobody; becauſe had he thought ſo, it was 
highly incumbent upon him to have informed the 
Phyſicians of it, as well as comforted the Family 
with that remarkable Circumſtance, and as he did 
neither of theſe two Things that Night, it.is to me 
ſufficient Proof, that he did not think there was a 
Criſis approaching. 
Again, Mr. Newcomer has declared in his Certi- 
ficate, what is indeed well known to the Family, 
That the other three Phyſicians having come to Mr. 
Baker's Lodging ſome Time before Dr. Rogers, 
and being aſked, What they thought of Mr, Baker ? 
refus'd giving their Opinion till Dr. Rogers came, 
and after being in Conſultation with Dr. Rogers, 
(for whoſe Judgment, it is ſufficiently known, they 
had the greateſt Deference) they then came down, 
and told the Family, with the utmoſt Concern, 
that poor Mr. Baker had been given over, and that 
they did not expect be would ſurvive that Night ; 
beſides, when he himſelf came down, and was aſked 
his Opinion, as he owns in his Diary, by a Crowd 
of People, he refuſed giving any Anſwer, becauſe, 
as he there mentions, he had comforted the Family 
above 
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above by telling them, That one Mr. Lennox had lain 
in that Houſe, in that Room, and in that Bed, and had 
recovered : For it was ſurely a great Conſolation to 
the Friends of a Man in a deſperate Fever, to tell 
them, that a Perſon in an Ague, a Palſie, a Con- 
ſumption, or even a Fever of that, or any other 
kind, had recovered once upon the ſame Spot of 
Ground. But after this obſtinate Silence of his, he 
ſays, he whiſpered to himſelf as he went into his 
Chair, That he hoped ſomething would turn out ſoon 
« in Mr. Baker's Favour, otherwiſe it was likely 
&« Things would go hard with him,” which, in no 
Senſe can be conſtrued as an Expectation of a Criſis, 


but only as it literally is, a faint Hope ufhering in 


a deſperate Fear. But there is, beſides this, a 
ſtronger Proof from Mr. Peter Cofſart, who is Bro- 
ther to Mrs. Baker, and declares in his Certificate, 
that Dr. Bonbonous (who came to him to deſire a 
Clergyman ſhould be ſent for to prepare Mrs. Baker 
for her Huſband's Death) being aſk'd the next 
Morning, in his Preſence, in Mr. Baker's Dining- 
room, if it was of himſelf only that he deſired the 
Rev. Mr. Madras, or any other Perſon ſhould be 
ſent for to prepare his Siſter ? the ſaid Dr. Bonbo- 
nous anſwered, ** That it was not of himſelf he did 
« ſo, but that it was the Opinion of all his Phyſicians 
& that he could not ſurvive, ſo they deputed him, as 
« being beſt known in the Family, to acquaint them 
ce with his Condition, and that they thought it proper 
&« Mrs. Baker ſhould be prepared to receive that me- 
&« lancholy News.” Theſe Words of Mr. Cofſart's 
Certificate, have, I think, very clearly ſettled that 
material Point of the critical Night, which comes 
out to be only an imaginary Aſſumptiou of Dr. 
Rogers and the other three Gentlemen, and that 

they 
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they only introduced it afterwards to piece and patch 
up their State of the Caſe *, | 


I cannot leave this Article without acquainting 
you of the Way, in which, theſe four Gentlemen 


I fancy Dr. Rogers muſt have had in his Eye, all this Time, 
the Death of the Patient as the grand Criſis of the Diſeaſe, ſince 
Hippocrates, in ſeveral Places, has particularly mentioned it un- 
der that Character; for in his firſt Book, Tov drin,, he calls 
the Criſis of a Diſtemper, an Advance either to Life or Death, 
or an Inclination either to be better or worſe, im} awlngim 4 H- 
* Corn end 70 Hero 9 70 xeiper., SO this is a /a/vo for the 

or's puzling Aſſertion. Nay, we ſhall give him another 
Authority from Hipocrates, ſtill ſtronger than the laſt, in his 
Piece, wee: wabor, To come to a Criſis in a Diftemper, ſays he, is 
ewhen the Sick either grow better or grow worſe, or fall into ano- 
ther Diſtemper, or expire, aglrec ai ir is r W000, GTay ai woo 
4 duterrut, d Hage ö, I pilanimieow tis rig Bone Z ru 
Toow ; fo that if Mr. Baker had died, the learned Doctor would 
no doubt have cried out, Behold the Criſis is come to paſs, 
* which both I, and Hipoc rates apprehended and foretold.“ 
The Story of critical Days, was common among the ancient 
Phyſicians, who talk of different Suites of them, ſometimes they 
mention one, of the 7th, the 14th, zoth, 27th, 34th, 40th 
Goth, Soth, 1ooth, 120th, &c. Another Series they have, o 
the 3d, 5th, gth, 11th, and ſo on; and ſometimes the 6th, 
8th, 10th, 12th, Cc. all of which may be ſeen more at large, 
in Galen's Account of Critical Days ; ſo that there is not a Day 
to be mentioned, for which a Phyſician may not get an Authori- 

„to help him out with a critical Day. But the expecting the 

egularity of theſe critical Days, in Fevers, eſpecially in our 
northern Climates, has been long laughed at, and given up by 
all the practical Phyſicians, Nay, the knowing the Approach 
of a Criſis by Symptoms, is ſo difficult, that Boerhaave talking 
of them in his Iaſtitutes, Numb. 934, and 935, declares, That 
an ignorant Diſtinction of them is the fulleſt of Miſchief and Dans 
ger, for they are often confounded with the Symptoms, that ariſe 
from the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe, from the Diſeaſe it/elf, and from 
the crude Matter of the Diſeaſe, from whence (concludes he) 
for the moſt part there follows a moſt ill-omen'd and unhappy Prac- 
tice of Phyfick ; His Words are, having juſt mentioned «4 Sym- 
ptomata Critica.Horum diſtinctio difficilis, Ignoratio damni, 
& periculi, pleniſſima, ſæpius enim confunduntur cum ſymptoma- 
tibus a cauſa morbi, morbo, vel cruda materie morbi, ortis, 
unde plerumgue ſequitur, infauſiiſſima medendi methodus. 


have 
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have endeavoured to ſhelter themſelves from theſe 
material Witneſſes, for as they knew they were 
Men of Character, they could not ſay, they were 
brib'd or overaw'd, but forſooth, they inſinuate, 
that theſe Gentlemen ſigned their Certificates out of 
Compaſſion to Dr. Blair, and fo paſs them over. 
Now to aſſert, that a Man would perjure himſelf 
out of Pity, is an Aſperſion ridiculous and incon- 
ſiſtent in the very Terms of it; but to ſay the 
Truth, theſe four Gentlemen were ſenſible, that 
there was a Rattenneſs and a deep Sore in this Part 
of their Story; and therefore thought it beſt to {kin 
it over in that manner, as the readieſt Way of cover- 
ing it up from the publick Eye. 

The ſecond Point is, whether Mr. Baker was 
really better the next morning after Dr. Blair had 
preſcribed for him? | i 

This is a Fact ſo well known to the whole Family, 
that it is particularly mentioned by all of them in 
their Certificates; nay, there are two People who 
were preſent when Doctors Connell and Bonbonous 
came in, and who declare, that theſe two Phyſicians 
were ſo ſenſible of Mr. Baker*s being better, that 
Dr. Bonbonous expreſſed his Uneaſineſs at the Ap- 
plauſe Dr. Blair would have, in caſe of Mr. Bater's 
Recovery, to which Dr. Connell anſwered, that he 
did not care if it was an Old Kere her Women, fo 
his Friend Mr. Baker recovered; and theſe are Par- 
ticulars which neither Doctors Connell nor Bonbo- 
nous have contradicted in their Reply. Dr. Rogers 
however pretends, that Mr, Baker only barely 
ſtruggled through a bad Night, nay, in his Diary, 
he ſays roundly, that he paſſed that Night worſe than 
any before, when the whole Family teſtify the con- 
trary, by a Circumſtance of which they were all 
Judges, which was, his being delirious the Night 
before, and the next Morning ſo feaſible, that he 

D anſwered 
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anſwered every Queſtion that was put to him very 
pertinently; nay, Mrs. Perdriau who was up with 
him all that Night, not only declares, that he was 
better in all his Complaints, but that Dr. Connell 
when he came that Morning, acknowledged it to her 
without the leaſt Scruple. I muſt here acquaint 
you that in the Caſe of this Lady, the four Phyſi- 
cians have given an excellent Specimen of their Arts 
upon Winelles ; for as ſhe happens to be in a Way of 
Life that is in ſome Dependence on the Publick, 
Dr. Bonbonous in particular, took care to acquaint 
her, in very high Terms, that ſhe was at the Mercy 
of him and ſome of his Friends, who would defert 
her Houſe if ſhe did not retract her Certificate, 
which Threatning was uttered in the Preſence of 
Mr. Baker the Patient ſo often mentioned, the 
Truth of which he is ready to declare 7 all whom 
it may concern. Her Father and Brother have, indeed, 
publiſhed a Declaratior, which means no more, 
than that Dr, Bonbonous did neither threaten to kill 
her nor poiſon her, nay, the Father ſays more, viz. 
« That Dr. Bonbonous importunately applied to him 
* in favour of his ſaid Daughter, and would not quit him 
« umi] he had extorted a Promiſe from him, that 
« be would not ſhew io his ſaid Daughter any 
« Marks of his Diſpleaſure for ber acting ſo im- 
« pudently.” This laſt Paragraph ſhews, ſtronger 
than any Thing, the Bitterneſs with which Dr. 
Bonbonous had ſpoke of it, both to the Daughter and 
Father before her ſigning the Retractation, with 
which, it ſeems, he was a little pacified ; and there- 
fore the whole of this Aﬀair is a moſt authentick 
Evidence againſt themſelves. However, by theſe 
Means they prevailed upon the poor Woman to 
ſign a Paper, which ſhews, in every Line of it, 
the greateſt Diſtraction of Mind, as it runs pretty 
much in this odd Manner, That being under great 


Terror 


[19] 

Terrors and Apprehenſions of what would happen 
to her from ſigning her Certificate to Dr. Blair, ſhe. 
now begs the World to believe ſhe had Eyes and 
Ears, but could neither ſee nor hear; and that every 
Circumſtance, nay, every Expreſſion that ſhe had uſed, 
in her Certificate, and to which ſhe was ſuppoſed to 
have aſjented to, muſt be diſowned, revoked, and con- 
cerved to be void and null. I think the publiſhing 
this Paper ſhows the greateſt Eminence of Wiſdom 
in four ſuch learned Heads, who could conceive, 
that the Tendency of it could in the leaſt aſſiſt their 
tottering Cauſe, when their Adverſary could not 
have wiſhed for any other Tranſaction, or any 
other Paper which could ſtrengthen or brighten up 
his Cauſe half ſo much. Nay, this Affair is the 
ſtrongeſt Proof that could be given of their moſt 
indefatigable Labour, to influence all thoſe that lie 
within the Circle of their Reach, and is, to be ſure, 
the beſt Commentary that could be given on the 
Behaviour of two poor illiterate Women, who were 
Nurſe-tenders, and who in their Certificates have 
ſhufled and ſhifted backwards and forwards, till 
at length they have been brought upon Oath to 
contradict the plain Evidence of Mr. Baker's whole 
Family and Friends, as if any indifferent Perſon 
could ever conceive, that the Intereſt and Concern 
of every Friend, Relation and Servant, did not 
render them more faithful Regiſters of every Turn 
of Mr. Baker's Diſtemper than thoſe ignorant 
Creatures, who, to be ſure, both apprehended and 
knew that their daily Bread was, in a great mea- 
ſure, at the Mercy of theſe four Phyſicians. The 
Character of one of the Nurſe-tenders ſtands tainted 
in a former Affair, and ſuch a Practice, I find, has 
not been unuſual here among Phyſicians of the firſt 
Pas, as it is ſaid a Diſcovery was made of ſome 
tampering of the like 3 that was practiſed upon 
; 2 one 
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one Joan Dyer, who being to be hanged for ſome 
other Crime, declared at her Execution her having 
given a falſe Evidence in a phyſical Affair, as ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe could not depart in Peace, till ſhe had 
cleared her Conſcience of that Piece of Iniquity, 

But before I leave this Point of Mr. Baker's being 
better next Morning, I muſt mention a Circum- 
ſtance to you from the Diary, which will throw 
ſome more Light upon it, though it may now ſeem 
to need but little. They there declare, or Dr. Ro- 
gers declares for them, which is the ſame thing, 
« That it was more wondered at by ſome, how, under 
* ſuch calamitous Circumſtances as they gave out, they 
& four were prevailed upon to recontinue their Care of 
« Mfr. Baker.” Obſerve, a Moment, the Diffi- 
culty in which they ſaw themſelves involved: Mr. 
Baker was given over by them the Night before, is 
Judged by them to be worſe next Day, and yet 
they were prevailed upon, then, to recontinue their 
Care. It is no Wonder, that they are a little puz- 
led to reconcile theſe Particulars ; and therefore, in 
the Name of Every Body, they have put down a 
Couple of Reaſons, by way of ſtrong Motives, to 
reconcile this Appearance of Inconſiſtency in their 
Behaviour; and they have placed them too, in the 
manner of Alternatives, that in caſe one of them is 
not thought powerful enough, the other may be 
ſuppoſed to help it out. For it is there mentioned, 


that after Every Body had wondred a little at their 


Reaſſumption of their Patient, who, by their Ac- 
count of him, was then poſting to Death, yet Every 
Body at the ſame Time did them Juſtice, fo far as 
to ſay, 1t muſt be the Effet? of an unbounded Be- 
* nevolence to Mankind,” or, Of ſome extraordinary 
« Friendſhip, and Affection, for that poor diſtreſſed 
* Gentleman.” You'll take Notice, that every 
Word in theſe two Reaſons, has the Air of ſome- 
8 . | | thing, 
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hing ſuperabundant, ſupernatural, and indeed mi- 
raculous, as their Benevolence firſt flaſhes out wide 
and broad upon the univerſal Community of Man- 
kind, and then in an Inſtant cantracis itſelf, as by 
Focus to a Speck, making the large Circumference 
of their Affection for the whole Species, dart upon 
the ſingle Perſon of a poor diſtreſſed Gentleman. But 
we muſt here make the old Obſervation, that when- 
ever a Man dares not tell the true Motive of his 
Conduct, he commonly betrays himſelf, by giving 
ſomething that is incredibly grand and magnificent; 
for a very plain Reaſon, becauſe when one is oblig- 
ed to invent, why mayn't he give us the beſt Crop 
of his Fancy rather than any other. Thus they 
go on, however, frankly to declare, that notwith- 
ſtanding their ſupernatural Emanations of Af- 
fection, they found themſelves not a little puzzled 
to determine, whether they ſhould proceed to cure, 
or not to cure Mr, Baker, becauſe as they are pleas'd 
to expreſs it, they were very ſenſible of the inex- 
& tricable Dilemma of bad Conſequences either way, 
and (having, as it would appear, conſulted De- 


moiure upon Chances, or ſome other good Author 


upon the Art of Betting) declared, that though 
they knew the Advantage of the Lay was one way, 
yet they were obliged to take the loſing Side for 
themſelves; and this I aſſure you is literally the 
Subſtance of a Paragraph, which is to be found in 
the 22d Page of their Diary. For the Concluſion, 
however, of this intricate Soliloquy, they have 
quoted Virgil's famous Diſtich of Sic vos non vabis, 
cc. which they illuſtrate and improve upon by 
their Afterbehaviour, which is the plain, though 
voluminous Commentary upon every Man's Writ- 
ings, ſince they endeavoured to make it appear, 
that they not only underſtood, but could paraphraſe 
upon the Original; for 1 don't agravate Matters 8 
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the leaſt, when I tell you, that they made a Reſo- 
lution, not only to take Poſſeſſion of the Honey, 
but to ſmoak out the Bees; and that they were 
eagerly inclined to have executed this laſt Particular, 
I ſhall ſhow you by-and-by, in a Couple of remark- 
able Inſtances, 

The 3d Particular in Diſpute is more properly 
phyſical, than any of the preceding. For it con- 
cerns three Things that were order'd by Dr. Blair, 
viz. Whether weak Water Sack Whey, or ſtrong 
pure Port Whey, ought to have been given Mr. 
Baker ? Whether bleeding him at all, was not im- 
proper, on Account of its being a critical Night ? 
and the third is, Whether the Tinura Antiphihyſica, 
which was given him among other Things in a 
Julap, was not a poiſonous Ingredient, which had 
never been preſcribed by any Phyſician ? 

At the Beginning of the Diſpute, the firſt Thing 
objected to Dr. Blair, was his having changed Mr. 
Baker's Drink, from the Whey which was made 
with pure unmix'd red Port Wine, to a weak Whey 
made of Sack and Water. To which he gave this 
Anſwer, That as he found Mr. Baker delirious, 
(which 1s atteſted by the Family, and acknowledged 
by the Phyſicians themſelves) it was wrong to con- 
tinue that ſtrong intoxicating Whey, and therefore 
proper to give him ſomething that was leſs hurtful 
to his Head. Now Dr. Rogers had a private Reaſon 
perſonally to reſent this Alteration, becauſe, on his 
being called in upon the other three, it was by his 
peculiar Direction, that Mr. Baker's Drink was 
changed from Sack Whey to that made with pure 
Port. For he thought he could ſtop the Patient's 
Lax by its Aſtringency, without attending to the 
Danger of the Delirium, which he was thus in- 
creaſing by every Draught. It grieved him there- 
fore to the Heart, to think that Dr. Blair had laid 

. aſide 
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aſide the principal Thing he had preſcribed after 


his joining his three Brethren; in order therefore to 
juſtify himſelf, he threatens in his Diary, and talks 
indeed, as if he was juſt proceeding to prove the 
Paradox, That pure Port Whey was leſs fiery and 
e intoxicating, than Water Sack Whey.” But while 
you are expecting the Detail of the Proof, he 
wheels, and makes a ſudden Aſcent from the Na- 
ture of Wheys, to that of Wines; of which he 
talks very ſyſtematically, under the two States, of Pu- 
rity and impurity. In the impure State, he ſays, 
red Port Wine is only primed with Brandy, where- 
as Canary which is firſt, according to him, white 
Liſbon, has a full Charge of Brandy poured upon it, 
with ſome ſweetning Additions. But in the Ac- 
count of the genuine State of both the Wines, he 
talks of the active Salts, and the eſſential Oils, with 
a large Portion of ſolar Rays, as being the Stamina 
of Canary Wine, and e contra of the vaſt Number of 
watry Particles, which make up the Port Wine; 
which imaginary Theory, is the more ridiculous, 
as it runs quite looſe of the Queſtion ; for it is evi- 
dent, that the beft chymical Account that can be 


given of the two Wines, could never make it ap- 


pear, that pure original Port Whey without Water, 
is a Drink more cool and diluting than Canary 
Whey when it is made with a large Quantity of 
Water. But as Dr. Rogers was reſolved to puſh at 
this at any Rate, he condemns: it, firſt as a cool 
ſlippery Drink in one Place, and then, by an un- 
lucky Overſight, attacks it as hot and intoxicating 
in another. Which Inconſiſtency had laid him 
open to a Joke of Dr. Blair, who obſerves in his 
Cafe, that the other learned Doctor in the true 
Spirit of a controverſial Writer, was equally pre- 


pared to prove either Side of theQueſtion, by way 


of ſhewing the vaſt Reach of his Faculties, and the 
5 | different 
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different Ways he could ſhift the Powers of his 
Underſtanding. * For if be affirms Port Wine to be 
© frong, Dr. Rogers affirms it to be weat; and if be 
& affirms it to be weak, Dr. Rogers will prove it to be 
& frong. To which Dr. Rogers, in his Reply, puts 
down this moſt excellent Anſwer, ** That he can ſee 
&« no Inconfiſtency in all ibis; for, continues be, may 
« not Port Whey be ſaid to be ſtrong in reſpect of Sack 
« Water Whey, and weak in reſpect of pure Canary 
% bey.“ Now this would have been very good 
Reaſoning in Dr. Rogers, it he could have ſhewn, 
that Dr. Blair had preſcribed theſe two different 
Kinds of Canary Wheys, or even any pure Canary 
Whey at all; but moſt unluckily the Proof was 
here wickedly againſt him, and therefore he wiſely 
flips it over with the dignify'd and kingly Obſer- 
vation, That it was a Story ſo trifling, that a Man 
« of Senſe ought to deſpiſe it, and not attempt to an- 


_* ſwerit*,” Notwithſtanding all this, Dr. Rogers, 


being greatly unwilling to give up this Article, at- 
tempts another Defence of his pure Port Whey, by 
ſaying, that Mr. Baker took great Quantities of it 
afterwards, without any bad Conſequences ; but he 
wos not candid enough, either in his Diary or Reply, 
to acknowledge what he ought to have done, that 
this laſt Port Whey was moſt plentifully mix'd 
with Water, which is a Circumſtance that ſhows 
evidently, how ſenſible they all were, of their former 
Miſtake in giving Mr. Baker the pure Port Whey. 
Tho? J cannot here help obſerving to you, that Dr. 


| Ropers, ſcarce ever mentions the laſt pure Port 


Whey, without giving it the emphatical Epithet, 
of the Good Comfortable Whey ; declaring by this, that 
as a ſworn Enemy, he had only conſented with Re- 
luctance, to theſe cooling Mixtures, that tend to 
bring down the genuine and uncorrupted Port, to 

that 


See che Reply, p. 51. 
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that State of iniquitous Impurity, which in his 
Diary, he had ſo particularly condemn'd. 

The next Thing objected againſt Dr. Blair, was 
his having ordered Mr, Baker to be bled at one of 
the frontal Arteries, ; | 

Theſe Gentlemen have built this, as well as ſome 
of their other Cavillings, upon their ideal Aſſertion 
of a critical Night, when all Evacuations are judged 
improper, But I believe I have amply made it out 
to you, that what they have ſince pretended to 
aſſert, of their having expected a Criſis that Night; 
is quite imaginary, as there is not the leaſt Spark of 
Evidence, to ſhow, that any of them, much leſs 
all of them, thought ſo; nay poſitive and uncon- 
tradicted Evidence, that three of them thought the 
contrary, and the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions that could 
be given, that Dr. Rogers was likewiſe of that Opi- 
nion. | 

Dr. Rogers thereſore being fully ſenſible, that his 
Story of a Criſis could never be made appear, has 
in his Reply, retreated backwards to a Point, which 
he thought more tenable than that of the Criſis, in 
which he had been deſerted by his Brethren, This 
new Station of Defence, then, lies in an Aſſertion, 
that there is no ſuch Thing as any Branch of the internal 
carotid Artery, coming out of the Skull over the Eye, 
nay farther, hat there is no Foramen to allow it to come 
out. Then for the Proof of this, as he does not 
pretend of himſelf to know any Thing of the Mat- 
ter, and being much loſt in Doubts, he makes a Round 
of conſulting ſome anatomical Mriters, to guels at 
it by their Report: Of whom he has given as in- 
diſtinct, and as unſatisfactory an Account, as if he 
bad been quoting the different Relations of the firſt 
Voyages, to a newly diſcover'd Continent 3. ſuch as 
that tome had ſeen certain peculiar Trees in the 


Country, but as another Traveller had not men- 
| E tioned 
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tioned theſe, he concludes it impoſſible there can be 
any ſuch ; © becauſe ſurely, ſays he, this Perſon 
< would have taken Notice of them, (they being fo 
« yery ſingular) had there been any of that Kind.” 
In this Manner, he makes Extracts of a ſee- ſaw 
Reading, from four great Anatomiſts, He begins 
with Euſtachius, who, according to him, mentions 
nothing of this Ramification of the Carotid, there- 
fore there can't be any there. He makes Winſlow 
talk but very little about them. He makes Monro 
allow that there is an Artery comes out of that 
Foramen or Hole above the Eye, for which Reaſon 
he ought to have commenced a Battle between 
Euſtachius and Monro, as he has quoted them on 
oppoſite Sides, But to conclude the Matter he 
brings in Albinus, whom he calls the exquiſite 
Searcher into the human Body, deſcribing this Hole 
to be a very uncertain Hole, for commonly it is a ſmall 
Hole, and an oblong Hole, then ſometimes there are two 
Holes, ſometimes there are three Holes, and ſometimes 
there is but half a Hole; often there is only a flight 
Mark like the Track or Impreſſion of a Hole, and in 
ſhort that now and then there is no Hole at all. This 
is the accurate Maiiner in which Dr. Rogers (who is 
the Mouth, or the Tongue, or the Pen, or whatever 
you pleaſe to call him, of this Council of four) has 
been pleaſed to collect and ſet forth the Opinion of 
anatomical Writers, concerning theſe Arteries and 
Foramina ; in which it would appear that his own 
proper Knowledge could afford him no better Ac- 
count of them ; whereas we find that Dr. Blair had 
cauſed open theſe Arteries with Succeſs, in ſeveral 
Perſons at King/ale, in the Cirumſtances of a Fever, 
which then raged in that Town. Indeed theſe four 
Gentlemen ſeem to talk about theſe Arteries, as 
one would ſpeculate with Diffidence, upon the 
ſearching for a Mine under Ground, when they had 


only 
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enly ſome diſtant Preſumptions, that there were 
any ſuch, below that particular Spot. For, ſay they, 
conſidering the Smallneſs of theſe Veſſels, the Uncer- 
tainty whether we meet with them or not; or if we do, 
whether we open the Branches of the internal or ex- 
ternal Carotid, therefore little Relief can be expected in 
am inflamatory Caſe, Now this is their own Lan- 
guage, declaring their own Ignorance of the Situa- 
tion of theſe Arteries, and confeſſing for them- 
ſelves, that were ſuch an Operation ever thought 
neceſſary, they would be obliged to direct the Sur- 
geon to put in his Lancet at a Venture. 

But, allowing, ſay they, that we are beat from 
this Poſt, and hat out of the frontal Veſſels may be 
drawn an Ounce and a half, in the Space of fix Mi- 
nutes ; which, they ſay, is a good Allowance, having 
known leſs, Now this laſt Sentence of theirs is an 
unlucky Overſight ; for by ſaying that they had known 
leſs than an Ounce and a half drawn in the Space of fix 
Minutes, is giving up what they had been diſput- 
ing for two or three Pages, ſince the very Words 
import, that it conſiſted with their Knowledge, and 
they had ſeen, theſe very frontal Arteries open'd, 
and that the opening theſe had been /hought good 
ſor ſome Diſtemper or other, neither of which they 
were pleaſed to ſpecify. Nevertheleſs, they pro- 
ceed to a Calculation of how much greater Quan- 
tities of Blood may be drawn, either from the Tem- 
pu Artery, or the Jugular Vein, than from theſe 

eſſels in the Forehead ; but all this lies quite out 
of the Queſtion, as it was not required to draw from 
the Patient, the greateſt poſſible Quantity of Blood 
in the leaſt poſſible Time, which is the Suppoſition 
they go upon; but the opening theſe Arteries above 
the Eye, was thought by Dr. Blair, more proper 
for relieving the Inflamation of the Brain, than by 
any of the other two. | 
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The Ignorance of theſe Gentlemen, in an Age fo 
. enlightened as this is, when Anatomy is fo well 
known, is really lamentable ; and their attacking 
Dr, Blair from Arguments of their own Want of 
Knowledge in that Branch of Phyſick, is bringing us 
back to theſe Monkiſh Days of Barbarity, when Galileo 
was perſecuted for aſſerting the Planetary Syſtem. 
Nay, every Child is a Judge of the Diſpute,” and 
may confute them; by putting his Finger above his 
Eye, where he may feel the Pulſe of the Artery 
very diſtinctly. But I ſhall diſcuſs to you their 
ſtragling Quotations a little more anatomically, 
from the very Paſſages they have adduced them- 
ſelves. They pretend then, that Y/inſow ſays little 
about that Branch of the internal Carotid ; to con- 
firm which, obſerve their Art, they found he talk'd 
of it in his Anatomy, in the 74% Numb. upon the 
Arteries, they extract the firſt Part of a Sentence 
there; but finding the latter Part of it proved the 
very Point in Diſpute againſt themſelves, they there- 
fore carefully left it out, and that you might not 
trace them, they did not chuſe to mark the Place 
from whence they took it, in the Margin : But the 
falſifying of this Paſſage, was a miſerable Device, 
practiſed upon an Author who is in every Body's 
Hands. For Winſlow's Words are, © As the In- 
« ternal Carotid leaves the Bony Canal, to enter 
$ the Cranium, it ſends off a Branch thro* the 
„ Sphenoidal Fiſſure to the Orbit, and Eye, and 
* ſoon afterwards another thro*' the Foramen Op- 
te ticum, by which 7 communicates with the Ex- 
ternal Carotid *. This Communication is the 
very Thing in Diſpute, and theſe Gentlemen, out 
of their great Wiſdom, brought this Paſſage to 
prove there was none there; waich is an excellent 

Evidence, 


* Sce Winſlow's Anatomy, 4to. Lond, 1733. Of the Ar- 
teries, No 74. 
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Evidence, both of their Fairneſs, and their Mo- 
deſty. They have quoted Monro too, as unfairly 
as. they do Winſlow ; pretending that he deſcribes 
everal Foramina in the Superciliary Ridges, whereas 
he only deſcribes one Hole in each Superciliary Ridge; 
they make him ſay again, thro* one of which a ſmall 
Artery with a Nerve paſſes, making it appear, as if 
he meant there were a Number of Holes there, and 
that ſometimes this Artery - paſſed thro? one, and 
| ſometimes thro' another; whereas his plain Words 
are, Thro' this Hole a Twig of the Ophthalmick Branch 
of the fifth Pair of Nerves paſſes out of the Orbit with 
a ſmall Artery from the Carotid, to be diftributed to. 
the Teguments and Muſcles of the Forehead *, His 
calling the Artery a Branch of the Carotid, was 
ſufficiently clear to every one who has the ſmalleſt 
Acquaintance with Anatomy, becauſe they know 
that the Branches of the External Carotid have par- 
ticular Names, as Maxillary, Angular, Temporal, 
Occipital, &c. What he mentions as to the Danger 
of the tranſverſe Inciſion, is evidently by Way of 
Caution only againſt doing it too near the Hole or 
Notch, on Account of the ſhrinking of the Artery, 
whereas the opening it a little above was never 
known to be attended with any Danger ; and 
what Mr. Monro further adds, with regard to 
the uncertain State of theſe Holes, is foreign to 
the Purpoſe; becauſe the Artery and Nerve are 
known always to be there, whether there is a Hole, 
Notch, or even without a Veſtige, and Dr. Blair 
recommended no Operation upon a Hole, but upon 
the Veſſels above the Eye, which are as regularly 
there as the Eye itſelf ; and what they mention there- 
fore from Albinus is only puzling themſelves about 
the Hole, while they are mangling good Latin by 
a miſerable Tranſlation ; tho* they have allowed 
that Albinus affirms, that the Uſe of the Hole is 


| to 
* Sec Monro's Oſteology, 8 vo. Edin. 1741. pag. 80. 


to permit the little Nerves and Veſſels, to creep 
ſafely out of the Orbit to the Forehead. | 
It appears then, that theſe three anatomical 
Writers, quoted by themſelves, mention theſe 
Veſlels paſſing from the Orbit to the Forehead, 
which clears the Truth againſt themſelves, even by 
their own Quotations. Their ſaying that little 
Relief can be expected from that Operation in an 
inflammatory Caſe, contradicts their other Obſer- 
vation, That it produces great Miſchief, and certain 
Danger in a languid Circulation ;** for if it is /o im- 
portant in one Caſe, it can't be /o trifling in the 
the other. Their Endeavour to ſhew how much 
better it is to open the Jugular Vein than this Carotid 
Artery, in order to remove Obſtructions in this 
Artery, is contrary to known Fact; for firſt, when 
a Patient it let Blood in the Jugular Vein, the Sur- 
geon, previous to any Thing elſe, lays a Com- 
preſſion upon the Neck to make the Vein ſwell ; 
and after the Vein 1s opened, he continues that 
Compreſſion that the Blood may come out ; for the 
Motion of the Blood towards the Heart, in the 
Jugular, is ſo free, that generally upon removing 
the Ligature or Compreſſion, the open'd Vein ceaſes 
to bleed. Is it not plain then, that the Reſiſtance 
which the Blood moving in its Capillaries, met 
with from that moving in its Trunk, is by this Ope- 
ration zncreaſed and therefore not taken off ? —Again, 
they muſt allow, (for tho' they may not know it 
themſelves, yet they will find it in /infow *) that 
the External and Internal Jugulars, communicate 
largely above the Place of Bleeding in the Neck 
conſequently, whatever Effect Bleeding has upon 
one, it will nearly have the ſame Effect on the 
other, and therefore bleeding in the Jugular, in- 
ſtead of diminiſhing the Velocity of the Blood in the 
Internal 


* Sce Winſlow, of Veins. Ne 72, 74, 79, 96. 
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Internal Carotid, and tating off from the Preſſure 
which they pretend, will on the contrary immedi- 
ately add to both, N 

But as to the general Expediency of bleeding a 
Patient in the Head, which is properly the Point 
diſputed, it appears plainly, both from Dr. Mead's 
and Dr. Frewin's Letters to Dr. Rogers, that they 
both, allow of it and think it expedient, in the 
Caſes of Fevers attended with an Inflammation of 
the Brain, when there are no Symptoms of a Criſis. 
As to the Bleeding in the frontal Veſſels, ſays Dr. 

Mead, I ſhould think it was too bold à Practice in ſo 

great Weakneſs, and ſo late in the Diſeaſe, unleſs the 
Pulſe was uncommonly hard and ſtrong, and attended 
wilh an Inflamation of the Brain, or ſome Symptom of 
that Kind. EE 

And ſays Dr. Frewin When Fevers run to a great 
Length, and there is no Sign of an approaching Criſis, 
it is not unuſual with Phyſicians in England, to direct 
Bleeding in the Temporal Artery, or at the Saphæna 
Vein, later than the fourteenth Day, when the Quicł- 
neſs and Strength of the Pulſe, and other Symptoms re- 
quire that Evacuaticn. | 

Now as both theſe are directed to the Perſon they 
confute, and being publiſhed by him, muſt be al- 
lowed to be genuine Proofs, uli addutta ex Caſtris 
Inimicorum, as coming from the Quarters of the 
Foe, and therfore not under the leaſt Objection of 
Partiality to Dr. Blair. 

The laſt Particular objected to Dr. Blair, was his 
preſcribing for Mr. Baker a Julap, in which was 
mix'd a certain Quantity of the Tindlura Antipbily- 
fica. Much has been ſaid on this Part of the Diſ- 
pute, and indeed the grand Appeal to Dr. Mead 
from both Sides, was to deſire him to determine 
and declare, what he judged to be the Qualities and 
Effects of this Tincture. | 


It 
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It is remarkable, that Dr. Rogers has really had 
no leſs than three ſucceſſive Opinions, as to the Na- 
ture of this Medicine in the Courſe of the Diſpute, 
as People of weak Eyes will only allow the Light to 
be increaſed upon them, at certain regular Intervals 
of Time. For in the Beginning, he aſſerted pofi- 
tively and without Exception, that this Tindture was 
poiſonous, Which though he has ſince thought it 
prudent to diſavow, yet his Letter to Dr, Mead is 
a ſtanding Teſtimony, that he was then of that 
Opinion, fince Dr. Mead mentions that Circum- 
ſtance particularly to Dr. Blair. When Dr. Ro- 
« gers, ſays he, wrote to me by way of Appeal to my 
& Fudement, I plainly told him, that though I could 
« not be a Judge of all the Circumſtances 4 Mr. Ba- 
« ker*s Caſe, yet as to the Tinctura Antiphthyfica, to 
& which he made his main Objection, as unſafe and 
« akind of Poiſon, it was a Medicine which I had made 
& uſe of with great Succeſs for theſe fifty Tears.“ But 
I think the thing is very clear from his own Words, 
for unleſs he intended to prove, that this Tincture 
was a Poiſon, with what other Deſign could it be 
that he laboured ſo much to prove the Sugar of Lead 
a Poiſon, as he has made a long Note about it in 
his Diary, for it is too glaring to be evaded, that 
the only Concluſion from his Premiſes muſt be, that 
he then judged that Tincture to be poiſonous. Nay, 
in another Place of his Diary, conceiving he had 
Boerhaave walking Hand in Hand with him, he 
goes boldly on condemning and damning this Tincture, 
firſt in the Lump, and then he cuts it up, as he 
thinks, piece Meal, and Limb by Limb, mention- 
ing with great Bitterneſs tbe Sugar of Lead digeſted 
in the reftified Spirit of Wine, and then the green 
Vitriol in the ſame Digeſtion, which he had declared 
before to be no who/ſomer than the other, and there- 
fore as ſtrong a Poiſon, upon which he draws this 

Con- 
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Concluſion, * both making, ſays he, with this fiery 
* Spirit the antiphthyſick Tinfture,”* as if he had hap- 
pily detected the Combination and Conſpiracy of 
two Poiſons together, ranker and keener, than any 
ſingle Poiſon by itſelf. | 

This then was certainly his firſt Opinion, before 
he received Dr. Meads Letter, which undeceived 
him a little in his Miſtake. ©* For I wondered, ſays 
„Dr. Mead, that be (meaning Dr. Rogers) ſhould 
« be a Stranger to this Tinflure, having been firſt 
invented by the famous Etmuller, and recomme ded 
« by our great Mr. Boyle, and publiſhed in almoſt all 
&« the foreign Pharmacopeias, as well as our late Lon- 
„ don one.” Dr. Rogers therefore, finding this 
Blunder, thought it proper upon this, to ſhift his 
Ground, and admitted in his Reply, that this Tinc- 
ture was good for the few Diſeaſes which Dr. Mead 
had told him of, and now indeed he talks with 
Amazement and Abborrence, that his former Opinion 
ſhould be aſcribed to him, which he endeavours to 
difavow at the Expence, and with the Exccrations of 
his Failh and his Honour, though the Thing is too 
well fixed upon him, to allow him to Janch it off 1a 
this his uſual manner. However, he ſtill denies, 
that the Tincture could be proper in the Caſe of the 
Lax which attended Mr. Baker in his Fever, which 
he calls even with Boldneſs an improper and an un- 
Juſtifiable Praftice, but misfortunately for him he 
was not aware, and did not ſuſpect, that Dr. Mead 
was then ready to declare, that the Caſe in which 
he chiefly uſes the Tincture, are flow Hectic Fevers 
particularly when attend:d with a Looſeneſs. This 
is the very Symptom for which Dr. Blair gave 
it to Mr. Baker, and this is the very Symptom for 
which Dr. Mead has given it with Succets for fifty 
Years, and therefore, if theſe Gentlemen won't ſubs 
mit to Dr. Blair's Reaſons, they muſt, at laſt, _ 
| ] | O 
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low of the Judgment of Dr. Mead, to whom they 
have dedicated their Reply, and therein declared, 
that whatever Sentence he paſs'd would be ſubmitted 
to as the dernier Reſort, and without Appeal, 

I muſt now obſerve to you, that Dr. Rogers who 
firſt inſiſted this Tincture was a Poiſon, and had 
never been given by either Dr. Mead, Dr. Friend, 
or himſelf, whenever he receiv*d Dr. Mead's Let- 
ter, changed his Note and pretended that he him- 
Self had given it in a few Diſtempers, but never in 
the Caſe of a Lax, However, ſince this laſt Letter 
of Dr. Mead's, he has ſo far advanced in his Opi- 
nion of the Goodneſs of this Medicine, that I am told 
there are now Receipts of his in the Apothecary's 
Shops, in which he has preſcribed in Fevers attend- 


ed with a Lax, a much greater Quantity of this 


Tincture than Dr. Blair had done in the deſperate 
Caſe of Mr. Baker. 

You muſt have, no doubt, noticed, that I have 
purpoſely omitted mentioning Drs. Connell, Flaberty, 
or Bonbonous 1n the intereſting Points of the Diſpute. 
Becauſe, though their Names appear in the Begin- 
ning of the Reply, yet I think it is evident to every 
Body, that they are not properly to be conſidered 
as Principals in the Affair, but only as the turba ſe- 


- quentium, Þ Equipage de ſon Excellence, a Kind of 


Train that attend the Motions and Reſolutions of 
their Captain General, who 


Stop as be turns, and as be circles wheel, 


And indeed it is to me aſtoniſhing, that theſe 
three Gentlemen ſhould have found themſelves at 
all concerned in the Diſpute, as they can never deny 
with regard to their own Judgment, theſe material 
Queſtions, which are contraverted between Dr. Ro- 
gers and Dr. Blair, For they can never diſavow 
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that Mr. Baker was thought by them 10 be dying 
that Night when Dr. Blair was called in, they can- 
not deny, that both Doctors Bonbonous and Connell 
declared him better on the Tueſday Morning ; and 
as to their Opinion of the Tinfura Antiphtlyſica, 
only one of the three at the Conference pretended 
to know any Thing about it, and that he made ap- 
pear, only by ſaying, that it was like a Chip in 
Porridge, a Thing of no Conſequence either one way 
or another. Notwithſtanding of which, Dr. Rogers in 
his Letter to Dr. Mead and Dr. Frewin, tells them 
both very modeſtly, ** That they four Phyſicians be- 
« ing all of good Character, had attended Mr. Baker, 
* that they had put him under a Regimen, and given 
„ him ſuch Medicines, by the Help of which he 
«© was faſt recovering, and that in particular, they 
& had all of them entertained good Hopes of him 
<« the Night of the 11th of July, being the 14th 
„Night of his Vineſs, that they all conceived 
de this 14th Night to be a critical Night, that the 
« Morning after Dr. Blair had been with him, 
« they were all of them, without Exception, of O- 
& pinion, that he was worſe than the Night before, 
« and in ſhort, that all of them condemned the 
« Bleeding, and the Tincture which had been or- 
« dered by Dr. Blair.“ Now the direct Contrary 
of the firſt three Particulars ſtands recorded againſt 
them by certain creditable Witneſſes, and as to their 
Opinion of the Blecding and the Julap, they, poor 
Souls, never offered to open their Mouths, or ven- 
ture a Judgment about them,, till Dr. Rogers met 
them on the Tueſday Evening, and then put into 
their Heads theſe rare Aſſertions, and theſe choice 
Arguments, which appeared afterwards, with ſo 
much luſtre, in the Diary; and thus it was that he 
led them up into that high Dance, in which he, as 
well as they, haye ſtaggered and tumbled about 
ever fince, 
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But beſides this particular Triumvirate, I find by 
a Paper ſubjoin'd to the Reply, that ſome more of 
the Fraternity have allowed themſelve to appear, 
as the poor Tocls of this fingle Man, and indeed it 
is the more ſurpriſing, that Men of the leaſt Un- 
derſtanding, ſhould pretend to give a Judgment, 
when they only echo back theſe imaginary Circum- 
ſtances that are contained no where elſe but in Dr. 
Roger's Diary. Their Opinion is given as to three 
Particulars, each of which may be eaſily cleared up. 
The firſt regards the Bleeding, they ſay, Bleeding 
was improper, becauſe that Day being the 14th of 
Mr. Baker's Illneſs was deem'd critical, and a Criſis 
expected; but by whom was it expected? not by 
three of the four, ſince they declared they expected 
his Death (which was indeed a Criſis of a different 
kind) and every Circumſtance makes it evident, 
that Dr. Regers gave all the Family ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to believe he thought ſo too, for no after ſay- 
ings of his, will ever make it appear to any Body 
that a Criſis was expected by him, much leſs by the 
Majority of the four, which is the Senſe in which 
theſe Gentlemen ought alone to have underſtood it, 
they were indeed, obliged to call it Critical, 
becauſe Dr. Rogers was pleaſed to put it down fo, 
and to be ſure the Expreſſion is ſo remarkable that 
it could come from no other Pen. But ſuppoſing 
there was an Inflammation in the Brain, the Evidence 
of which, I believe, they had not ſeen, I fancy 
they would not have then ventured to condemn 
what both Dr. Mead and Dr. Frewtn in their Letters 
to Dr. Rogers have particularly allow'd of in the 
Caſe of that Sympiom. They next condemn the 
Change of Mr. Baker's Drink from Port Whey, 
which was made without any Water, to Water Sack 
Whey. Now their Ignorance of the Inflamation 
occalioned this other Miſtake of theirs, as the 
Strength of the Por: tended to increaſe that Infla- 
| mation, 
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mation, neither were they, it ſeems,  appriſed 
that the Port Whey Mr. Baker drank afterwards, 
was plentifully mixed with Water. 

The laſt Particular they take Notice of, is, the 
Tindtura Auliphthyſica, which they confine to Gleets, 
Fluor Albus, Gonorrbæas, and Hemorrhages, and 
abſolutely exclude it in all inflamatory Diſorders, and 
call a Drachm and a halſ in eighicen Hours a ſur- 
priſing Quantity, and unſaſe and injudicious in Mr. 
Baker's Caſe. Now Dr. Mead has informed their 
Judgments as to this Point, in his Letter to Dr. 
Blair, wherein he mentions his having uſed it for 
fifty Years with great Succeſs, and that in the Caſe of 
Slow Hectic Fevers, particularly when attended with a 
Looſeneſs, which was the very Caſe of Mr. Baker : 
In which Circumſtances that learned Gentleman 
(who is now by all allowed to be the moſt eminent 
in his Profeſſion) declares, that he reckoned no leſs 
than two or three Drachms given at different Times, 
to be a convenient Doſe. It is very diverting, 
that in the Concluſion of this Paper, which is called 
the Opinion of theſe eight Gentlemen, there are 
numbered up no leſs than 228 Drops of this Tinc- 
ture, with an Apaſtrophe of Wonder, as it but a few 
Drops of it had been ſufficient, inſtantly, to have 
killed any man: Now how mult they be ſtruck 
dumb, when Dr. Mead declares 456 Drops to be 
a convenient Doſe, aud that to be taken not only in 
one 24 Hours, but every 24 Hours. I believe the 
Majority of theſe Gentlemen are by this Time ſuf- 
ficiently aſhamed of their having been drawn 1n fo 
ſimply to ſign a Paper which Dr. Rogers had penn'd 
for them, when they had ſo ig conſidered the 
Mcrits of the Affair, and inded I have the Charity to 
think, that as this Paper of theirs has 0 Date, they 
were prevailed upon io ſign it in a Hurry, and at 
the Beginning of the Diſpute, before Dr. * 
c aſe 
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Caſe was publiſhed, when they had not yet acceſs 
to ſee the whole Courſe of the Evidence that is there 
annexed, and therefore as to them I may ſay, that 
ſince it appears to be a Sin of Ignorance, they may 
be the more eaſily forgiven. 

But after all, I cannot help obſerving to you, 
that if any Boldneſs in Practice of which, this of 
Dr. Blair has not appeared to be ſuch, I ſay, if any 
Boldneſs in Practice was ever allowed of, or if any 
Phyſicians can be excuſed to venture any unpre- 
cedented Medicine which promiſes to turn the 
Current of a Diſeaſe, that ſeems hurrying the Pa- 
tient to Death, Dr. Blair would have been ſuffici- 
ently juſtified, had he uſed any ſuch, from the ac- 
knowledged Deſperateneſs of Mr. Baker's Situation. 

As I have thus far given you an Abſtract of the 
Points in difpute, I muſt now ſet before you ſome 
Specimens of the Humanity and Tenderneſs which 
theſe four Gentlemen ſay they have done their ut- 
moſt to exerciſe towards Dr. Blair. 

Now by this we may underſtand, that they had 
particularly in their Eye theſe rich Epithets, which 
in the Courſe of the Reply as well as in their Diary, 
are ſo laviſhly beſtowed on Dr. Blair. They are, in- 
deed, ſo numerous, that a Gentleman of Rank and 
Character in this Neighbourhood (to whom the Doctor 
is not even known but by the Buſtle of this Affair) 
has for his Amuſement: ſelected from the Reply 
upwards of ixty of theſe choice Paſſages, which he 
has ſent him, having conceived they ſhould be 
treaſured up like the modern Collections of the 
Flowers of the Poets, if he did not rather take the 
Hint from Cookery, thinking they ſhould be pre- 
ſerved as excellent Pickles ready to be lent out to 
all Authors, for the giving a ſtrong Reliſh and a 
Haut-gout to ſuch Performances, as might have been 
otherwiſe taſteleſs, without a little of che Bitter and 
e the 
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the Sour which are the ſtandard Ingredients of theſe 
high Sawces that have been in Uſe among all Cooks 

and controver/ial Writers both ancient and modern. 
But to heighten their Piece a little more, I muſt 
acquaint you, that whenever they, have got any Thing 
which they conceive to be ſtrong and pithy againſt 
Dr. Blair, they are ſure to uſher it in with certain 
mock Prefaces, of great Reluctance, much Compaſ- 
ſion, and a Kind of Pang of Regret; which puts one 
in mind of what Sueton ſays of the Behaviour of 
Domitian, though the Inſtance is both too ſtrong 
and too lofty for the Feebleneſs of their Wrath, vi. 
„That this Emperor of merciful and compaſſionate 
& Memory, never ordered any to Execution, without 
« beginning the Sentence with a particular Enco- 
* miumon his own Clemency,and the great Concern 
<« it gave him to be inſtrumental in the Death of 
« one of his Subjects “.“ Theſe are ſome of their 
literary Arts, but they did not bridle in their Re- 
ſentment here, conceiving they could do Execution 
in a more effectual Manner. For they firſt threat- 
ned the Managers of the Infirmary at Cork, that if 
Dr. Blair ſhould be continued as a joint Phyſician in 


that Hoſpital: they would not only deſert it with 


their Attendance, but get all their Friends to with- 
draw their Subſcriptions, which ſo alarmed the Di- 
rectors of that Charity, which is but now in its In- 
fancy: that they deſired Dr. Blair not to continue 
his Attendance; notwithſtanding of which, he ſtill 
continues his Subſcription in rhe ſame Manner as 


* Et quo contentius abuteretur patientia hominum, nunquam 
triſtiorem ſententiam, fine præfatione clementiz, pronunciavit; 
ut non aliud jam certius atrocis exitus ſignum eſſet, quam prin- 

cipii lenitas. 
veſtra impetrari, quod ſcio me difficulter impetraturum, ut 
damnatis liberum mortis arbitrium indulgeatis. Nam & par- 
«* cetis oculis veſtris & intelligent me omnes ſenatui interfuiſſe. 

Su ETON in DouiriAN. F rr. 
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before, However they did not even ſtop here, but 
drew up a Paper to be ſigned by all the Phyſicians 
they could influence, or terrify, and which was 
ſigned by a certain Number; containing“ a mutual 
« Combination of all the Perſons who put their 
« Names to it, binding them up, from conſulting 
« with Dr. Blair, under certain particular Penalties 
„therein mentioned.” But this ſoon diſſolved of 
itſelf, as an illegal Deed which was found to be 
rather more detrimental to the Gentlemen who 
ſigned 1t than to any other, ſo that it remains only in 
Remembrance here, as a Ruin and a Wreck of that 
Storm, which raged only at the Expence of thoſe 
who raiſed it; whereas i it has roll'd on to anſwer all 
the good Purpoſes their Adverſary could have de- 


' fired or expected from the ſtrongeſt Sunſhine of their 


Favour ; like theſe ſeemingly contradicting and ſe- 
condary Cauſes of elemental Strife, that operate in 
Nature for the bringing forward the General Good. 

But after all theſe different and bootleſs Attempts 
of theirs, to hurt their Adverſary in the only Ways 
that they thought they could pierce him, it is to 


me aſtoniſhing how they can pretend with any Face 


to ſay, that they never once attempted to perſecute 
Dr. Blair. For about the Cloſe of the Reply they 
declare, © that they find themſelves under an in- 
% diſpenſible Neceſſity to take Notice of the old 
Watch Word Perſecution, that has been of late 
“ fo craftily promulgated to ſupport a bad Caule ; 
90 for we aſſure our Fellow Citizens, (continue they) 


in the moſt ſacred Manner, that wwe utterly abbor 


& and renounce a Principle of ſo black a Dye.“ Nay, 
in the Preface, we have a more formal Affidavit of 
theirs, tho' it is not mentioned to have been taken 
before the Forſhipful Daxitu, Crone, Eſq; or any 
of the worthy Aldermen or Fuſtices of the City of Cort; 
yet certain we may be, they mean to ſay, that 
they 


e 
they had the Fear of God before their Eyes, Ind 
were to ſpeak the Truth, the whole Truth, and no- 
thing but the Truth; For thus it runs, Firſt theny 
ſay they, We, previous to all other Conſiderations, do 
moſt ſolemnly declare, that no Prejudice, Pique, Party, 
or Principle of Perſecution, ( ſo uncharitably and un- 
chriſtianly laid to our Charge) mixes in any Shape with 
this our Deſign. Now they ought to have borrowed 
a little of the Stile of an AZ of Parliament to have 
brought up the Rear of this folemn Proteſtation. 
viz, Nothing in this after Treatiſe, of ill Names, 
bitter Words moſt artfully and phy ſically ſweetned 
up with Compaſſion; Accuſations of Subornation _ 
and Perjury when peradventure the Facts lie t'other 
Way, inſiſting with the Managers of the Infirmary 
that Dr. Blair ſhould no more attend there, enter- 
ing into a Combination of as many of the Faculty as 
by Threats and Promiſes can be drawn in, who 
upon their Faith and their Honour are not to con- 
ſult with the ſaid Dr. Blair ; theſe and every 2 1 
elſe of a more contradictory Nature NOTW IT H- 
TANDING. Now, as I cannot make this 
Affidavit of theirs and their own Words ſo exactly 
to tally as I could have wiſnh'd, I muſt therefore af- 
cribe it to my own Inabiliry and want of Judgment 
rather than to any Forgetfulneſs in the Gentlemen, 
or to any Contradiction in the Things themſelves. I 
can match it, however, to you in a remarkable In- 
ſtance of the like Kind, that happen'd a Couple of 
Centuries ago, and this ſurely ought to have its 
proper Weight, as according to the excellent Me- 
thod of Analogy, ſo faſhionable at preſent; a good 
Simile is reckoned equivalent to the beſt of Argu- 
ments, In the Tear then 1527, When the City of 
Rome was taken by Charles V's Army, Poor Pope 
Clement VIIth retired into the Caſtle of St. Angelo, 
where the Emperor kept him for ſome Time 
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coopꝰ'd up and impriſon'd. Now as Charles was ſen- 
ſible that @ little Slander of Enmity and Perſecution 
lay againſt him, he was reſolved to wipe it off with 
a little Decency, and therefore ordered a Publick 
' Faſt to be made, and Prayers to be offered up in all 


the Churches of Rome, * for the Health and ſpeedy 


Liberty of his Holineſs,” as being the only great 


and important Petition he had to make to Heaven, 
which he confirmed upon the Honour of a King, and 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, to be the Thing in the 


World he had moſt at Heart *. 


So much for the Medical Affair, of which I have 


given you a ſufficient Doze; and as you may be 


apt to muſe upon it, as a Thing altogether ingular, 
and not to be match'd in any other Sphere of Life, 
I ſhall conclude this with a Paper which is juſt come 
to my Hands, and which will fufficiently correct 
yourMiſtakein thatArticle. For here you will find that 
former Ages have produced ſuch Things as are the 
very Pictures and Parallels, both of the Virtues and 
Wickedneſs of the Times in which we now live ; 
and it will even prove to you, that there is an 
aſtoniſhing Similarity in Events which happen now 
and then wonderfully on the very ſame Spots of 
Ground. In what Year, or in whoſe Reign the 
Tranſaction happened, which is contained in the 
following Narrative, is hard to determine, as it 
was found without a Date; and indeed we can't help 
ſuppoſing that it happen'd at leaſt 100 Years ago, 
as the Clergyman among whoſe Papers it was diſ- 
cover*d, had added a Note to the End of it to this 
Purpole 3 * That having accidentally met with this 
« Account, wrote in a Saxon Character, and in an 
“ uncouth, and groteſque Sort of Language, he had 
« with ſome Difficulty rendered it into modern 
« Engliſh,” And we may the more readily depend 
| on 

* See Gregorio Leti's Life of that Emperor andS/zidan's Hiſtory. 
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on the Veracity of this Article, as the Clergyman 
was well known to be a Man of remarkable Ho- 
neſty, as well as of excellent Underſtanding. 

But before you can readily comprehend the par- 


ticular References in this Paper, I muſt give you a 


ſhort Account of the Situation of this City of Cork, 
where the Affair paſs*d. This Town then lies upon 
a fine navigable River, about ten or twelve Miles 
from the Sea; the happy Situation of it for Trade, 
had induc'd the firſt Inhabitants to cut the Ground 
upon which the Town ſtands, and which is quite 
level, into a Number of different Quays and Canals 
for the Convenience of Warehouſes for Merchants, 
This Circumſtance however has obliged them to 
build a conſiderable Number of Bridges, to the 
Amount of at leaſt 30 or 40 at different Places over 

theſe Canals. 
The Beef and Butter, which are the Staple Com- 
modities of the Town, being ready barrell'd up in 
Warehouſes, are carried down the Canals in Lighters, 
and fo put aboard the Ships who commonly lye 
at Anchor ſome Miles down the River. Now the 
Tide flows in theſe Canals to a great Height, but 
at low Water they are left quite dry, and that for 
an Hour or two together. The Side of one of theſe 
uays or Canals has been frequented, Time out of 
Mind, by all the Beau Monde of the Town, on Ac- 
count of its being pleaſanter than the reſt, and 
therefore by Preſcription has been long diſtinguiſhed 

by the Name of the Mall of the City of Core. 
It was then in the Evening of one of the ſultry 
Days of Fuly, that one Mr. Godfrey Bateman, 
Mercht. happened to be walking with his Wite, 
in this Place of Publick Reſort, by way of cooling 
and refreſhing themſelves, after the Heat of the 
Day; they were now upon their Return home, 
and Mrs. Bateman had already paſſrd a Bridge, 
3 known 
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known by the Name of Tuckey's Bridge, when her 
Huſband was kept behind, talking to a Gentleman 
about ſome Buſineſs ; he was now hurrying forward 
to croſs the Bridge, toovertake his Wife, when he was 
met by a Carriage in the Middle of the ſaid Bridge, 
which made him ſtep upon one of the Edges, and 

by the flipping of a looſe Stone, umbled moſt un- 
fortunately into the Canal, which happened to be 
quite full, by reaſon of its being then high Water. 
There was a great Crowd ſoon gather'd about the 
two Sides of the Canal, as well as on the Bridge, 
occaſioned by the Shreeks and Lamentations of 
Mrs. Bateman, who ſtood like a diſtracted Perſon, 
calling for Help from every Body who came near 
her. Her Friends, at length, procured a Rope, 
and employed four People, (who were thought to 
know ſomething of the Matter) to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to fave Mr. Bateman's Life. Their 
Names were Joſeph Roxton, Francis Flatty, Feffrey 
Connor, and Peter Bummer, They began then to 
throw in the End of the Rope for Mr. Bateman to 
lay hold'of, but in the Dark, and his half drown'd 
Condition, he was unable to catch it; notwith- 
ſtanding of which for ſome time, they continued 
throwing the Rope, and pulling it back again, 
without any Effect; at length they fell upon a new 
Method, Roxton and Connor ſeized one End of the 
Rope, and made Fla/ty and Bummer taking hold of 
the other End, run acroſs the Bridge to the op- 
= Side of the Canal, and then ſkimming the 
Water with the Rope, till they felt it come cloſe 
to Mr. Bateman's Body, they then pulled it back+ 
wards and forwards, and walk*d upon the Brink, 
pretending the Tide would ſoon run off, and leave 
Mr. Batemen alive and dry, in the middle Bed of 
the Canal. At length they gave Mr. Bateman up 
for loſt, ſaid that a Boat might be brought at Lei- 
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ſure, to fiſh for the Body, and that the Comes 
was now the proper Perſon to be applied to, for de- 
termining the Manner of his Death. Mrs. Bate- 
man, in a frantick Manner, ſtill called for Com- 
paſſion on her poor helpleſs Children, applied to 
every Body to try what yet could be done to ſave 
her Huſband; but Mr. Roxton and the other three 
had fallen into an Argument, whether he was intitled 
to Chriſtion Burial, and little regarded the Cries 
and Lamentations of Mrs. Bateman. 
' Juſt at this Conjuncture there was a Gentleman 
palling who had not heard of this unhappy Accident, 
and ſtep'd into the Crowd to know what was the 
Matter; he run immediately where he heard Mrs. 
Bateman's Groans, ſhe implored his Aſſiſtance for a 
poor helpleſs Family that was juſt plunging into 
Ruin. There my dear Huſband finks, Ob] Sir, can't 
you ſave him? This Gentleman's Name was Bland, 
and I'm the more particular in every Circumſtance 
becauſe of the unaccountable Proſecution his Con- 
duct afterwards brought upon him. Mr. Bland then 
immediately catch'd hold of a Plank which lay upon 
the Quay, and throwing it into the Canal, he called 
for the Rope the other Gentlemen had made Uſe of ; 
he ſcrambled down till he got his Feet upon the 
Plank, which was floating on the Water, and 
ſtepping as far as he could on-it-withSafety, he threw 
a Double of the Rope about Mr. Ratemar's Head, 
which had then juſt appeared above Water ; he 
pulled the Body gently towards him, and faſten'd 
the Rope about his Middle, then reaching the End 
of it to thoſe who ſtood upon the Quay, Mr. Bate- 
man was hawl'd up, while Mr. Bland ſtaid below, 
to keep his Body from rubbing upon the Stones as 
they drage'd him from above. When Mr. Bateman 
was firſt brought upon the Quay, he ſcarce ſnew'd 
any Signs of Life, but in a little Time it was "© 
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by one of the Women, that he breath'd, and you 
know after that, proper Care will ſoon recover a 
Man in this Condition. The firſt Hopes recovered 
poor Mrs. Bateman from the Agony ſhe had been 
in, ſhe 3 forth Bleſſings upon Bland, and 


talk'd of Roxton's Behaviour and the other three, 
tho? not in the Terms of the higheſt Acknowledg- 
ment. But this was a Circumſtance that proved 
very unlucky for poor Mr. Bland, as it drew upon 
him the Envy and Reſentment of the other four, 
inſomuch, that they could hardly refrain from beat- 
ing him upon the Spot. They were reſolv'd not to 
allow him to touch Mr. Bateman, whom they carried 
home to his Houſe, expreſſing to each other as they 
went along, their mutual Satisfaction in having 
ſo happily preſerved Mr, Bateman's Life.“ One 
would have 1magin'd that this Narrative would have 
ended here of Courſe, with acquainting you that 
Mr. Bateman was drain'd of the Water he had got 
in his Lungs, and being kept warm, and ſupplied 
with Cordials, that he was in a very good Way 
next Morning. 

But all this you have read, is but a ſlight Pre- 
face to what follows, For the Day following Meſſrs. 
Roxton and Bummer, with their two Brethren, 
lodged a Complaint before the Sheriff againſt Mr. 
Bland, the Subſtance of which was as follows ; 
That Mr. Godfrey Bateman Citizen of Cork, had 
fallen by Accident from Tuckey's Bridge into the 
„Canal, upon Monday laſt being the 1 17h Day of 
„ Faly, or one or other of the Days of the ſaid 
« Month of Fuly, and that whilſt they the Plan- 


„ riffs were uſing all proper Means and Endeavours 


. “ to ſave his Life, one Patrick Bland a Vagabond, 
- 5% with a wicked and malicious Intention, had then 
and there, thrown a large Log of Wood, at the 
at + ſaid Mr, Bateman's Head, and moreover when 


« the 
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the ſaid Vagabond found his Brains not knocked 
out, he went ſtill on in his execrable Deſign, 
and endeavoured to ftrangle the faid Bateman, by 
C tying a Rope about his Neck. That Mr. Bateman, 
« after theſe Injuries, was brought upon the Quay 
in an expiring Condition, and that if they, the ſaid 
% Plantiffs had not inſtantly interpos'd, and carried 
« Mr. Bateman home to his own Houſe, the ſaid 
« Bland would have compleated his barbarous De- 
« ſign upon the Spot, and would have, no doubt, 
& proceeded to have ripp'd him up.” 

This Charge rather afhoniſhed than alarmed Mr. 
Bland, all he thought neceſſary to vindicate him- 
ſelf, was a ſimple Repreſentation of the Caſe, 
which was really ſo probable that it began co gain 
Credit every where, and the Sheriff ſhow'd evidently 
that he deſir'd the Proſecution might be drop'd. 
But this Appearance of Things tended only to ex- 
aſperate his Antagoniſts, who were now determin*d 
to go greater Lengths, as they had by this Time 
formed themſclves into an Alliance againſt him, 
both offenſive and defenſive, In Conſequence of 
which there was a formal Declaration made publick 
to varniſh over what they had already advanced, 
and to blacken the Part of Mr. Bland. This Piece 
was a Kind of Journal of the Tranſactions of about 
15 Minutes, and was introduced by way of a Letter 
from Somebody recommending it to Any-body, rho? it 
was ſaid to contain the Sentiments of Every-body®. 
It was there ſaid that the Journal was © Nature's 
own Dictates, minuted down in a ſhort conciſe 
Manner from her own Mouth,” I ſhall give you as 
much as I can recollect of it. | 

On Monday Fuly 11th, at 6 Minutes after 9 o* 


. 


A 


* 


* This Sentence would make one believe that this Picce had 
Clock 


been wrote in the quaint Days of King James I. 


1 
Clock in che Evening, Mr. Bateman fumbled over 
_ Tuckey's Bridge into the Canal. 
7th and 8th Minutes Mrs. Bateman howÞ'd,— 
Self, Flatly, Connor, and Bummer came in 
the Crowd. 
gth, 1oth and 11th Minutes—All four particu- 
larly defired to aſſiſt, procured a Rope, 
——threw it in, pull'd it out, — twice 
more and pull'd it out. 

12th and 13th Minutes Threw in a Rope, 

Connor and Self. pull, pull, pull. 
14th and 15th Minutes All four in Conſulta- 

tion, Flatty and Bummer run acroſs the 
Bridge with the End of the Rope——Bummer's 
Wig drop'd, —held the Rope acroſs the 
Canal touching Mr. Bateman's Body. 
16th Minute Pull'd backwards, —pul'd 
forwards, —pulPd vp, — pull'd down. 
ten Pulls this Minute. 
17th and 18th Minutes, Conſultation.— 
drop'd the Rope till that was over. | 
19th Minute, The Rope miſſing, Mr. 
Bateman found upon the Quay with his Skull 
bruiſed, Marks of Violence about his Neck, 
told a vile Vagabond one Bland had 
thrown a monſtrous Log of Wood at him, 
and taken the Rope and ſtrangled him—— 
indecent Language from Bland. 

_ 20th and 21ſt Minutes, By reſuming our 
Care, and renewing our ſalutary Methods, 
Mr. Bateman is carried to his own Houſe, and 
by the Blefling of God upon our Endeavours 
he is happily recover'd. No Mr. Bland. 

Then follows the Declaration, in which Mr. Bland 

is charg'd with ſtealing the Rope with an evil In- 
tention, They aſſert that Mr. Bateman's. beſt 


Chance for Life, was to have continued ſafe _ un- 
urt 


11 

kurt, in the Middle of the ſoft Water, which, no 
Doubt, was ſoon to leave him dry, by the going 
out of the Tide z; they withal affirm, that when he 
was brought out upon the Quay, he was in a much 
more. dangerous State than'bc:ore, as appeared by 
certain Pukinss, Convul/ions,, &c. which, no Doubt, 
came from the Miſchief he received by che laid Log 
of Wood; they procure Gerlificates to how v that 
knocking a Man in the Head, whilſt in the Water, 
or tying a Rope hard about his Neck, were exe- 
crable Practices. I hey further take Notice, of a 
Report ſpread by Mr. Bland, that he had never 
touch'd the Rope till they threw it down, gave up 
Thoughts of ſaving Mr. Bateman, and ſent for the 
Coroner; this they call a horrid, vile and ſcandalous 
Lye. 
In Anſwer to this, appeared a Paper of Mr. 
Bland's, in which is produced Affidavits of different 
People, who had been preſent, ſupporting the 
Truth of the Facts already mentioned in this Nar- 
rative, proving with a particular Detail, that the 

had all four given Mr. Bateman up for loſt; and had 
formally ſent for the Coroner with his Inqueſt, and 
that Mr. Bland did not ſteal the Rope, but had 
taken it up at the earneſt Prayers of Mrs, Bateman, 
after the other four Gentlemen had laid it down, 

He over and above, procured a, Certificate from a 
Gentleman, the moſt famous, in theſe Days for hay- 
ing ſaved Multitudes of drowning Men, and who 
had likewiſe been appeal'd to by the other Party, 
declaring ** that a Plank was very proper to enable 
i him to reach Mr. Baſeman's Body, as he had him- 
{© ſelf uſed that Method with great Succeſs for 30 
«© Years, and withal adding that if Mr. Bateman's 
„ Head was the only Part above Water, he was in 
* the Right to throw the Double of the Rope over 
«it, becaoſe if he had been fuffered to fink once 
; H r 


I 

* more, it is probable he never would have come 
« up alive.“ 1 91 

This was a ſevere Stroke upon the unfortunate 
Mr. Roxton, he ſhew'd many Signs of a diſorder'd 
Mind. The Moment he enter'd his Houſe he chid 
his Daughters bitterly, and the repeated Sound of 
Blows was heard by ſome of the Neighbours from 
without, tho* by the Hollowneſs of the Report, it 
was thought they were diſcharg'd upon a 4 
Wainſcott Table that was known to be in his Houſe. 
He continued in this odd Behaviour for the Space 
of four Hours, in which he ſat down and ſtalk'd 
about by Intervals, tumbled the Chairs about the 
Room, often knitting his Brows and muttering 
ſhort and diſlocated Sentences, to the Terror of his 


whole Family, who during all that Time would not 


venture to come near him. By the Fatigue of all 
theſe Geſtures, he at length threw himſelf into 2 
great Chair, where he ſoon fell aſleep, and waked 
in about an Hour and a half, greatly becalm'd and 
refreſh'd, and now he call'd the Maid to bring him 
ſome Shibbeen *, finding his Mouth greatly parch'd 
with the Agony he had been in; he had ſcarcely 
taken a Draught when a Rap came to the Door, 
which prov'd to be Meſſrs. Fatty, Connor and Bum- 
mer, who were moſt thankfully let in by the Family, 
as they knew they were in the Secret of 
his Diſorder. There was not a Word ſpoke by any 
of them for ſome Time. At length, Brother 
Roxton, fays Mr. Flatty, it was indeed unlucky 
that you ſhould have -mentioned the Coroner. 
Zoundh ſaysRoxton, did not you ſay he was drown'd 
as well as 1; No, reply*d Fatty, I only ſaid, that 
if Mr. Bateman was not almoſt gone or nearly ſpent 
A Kind of Malt Liquor very famous in JIrelaxd in thoſe 


Days, tho? at preſent, like other ancient Things, it has fallen 
wto ſome Diſrepute. * 
RE | he 
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he would have been able to take Hold of the Rope; 
they began upon this, to diſpute moſt toughly about 
the hearing the Words zearly and almoſt, and were 
likely to proceed to Extremities, when Mr. Bummer 
interpos'd with a half Smile upon his Countenance, 
ſaid, he hop'd they would behave together like 
Chriſtians, begg'd then not to blunt their Stings ar 
ſpit their Venom againſt one another, put them in 
Mind that they had a Common Enemy for whom 
it was proper they ſhould reſerve their whole col- 
lected Magazine of Y/rath. And now, Gentlemen, 
ſays he, give me Leave to make a Motion. Con- 
ſider we are already fo far embark'd, that it would 
be fooliſh and ridiculous to think of withdrawing, 
and indeed it is with Grief I fay it, that we have 
hitherto but faintly and with Diffidence back*d our 
Aſſertions, and ſpoke to the World only as behind 
a Curtain z let us then come forth now in a Group, 
Jook big, and ſtare broad, and ſpeak in a louder 
Tone than we did in the Journal, to which End, I 
2 it as an Effort ſtill in our Power, that we 
ould confound this Legion of Witneſſes now 
brought againſt us, by denouncing deeper Curſes, 
and heavier Judgments, than we have yet utter'd ; 
and as I have been long deliberating on this Ex- 
pedient, I am well aſſur'd and convinc'd, that it 
muſt inſtantly ſtagger the Sheriff, and knock down 
our Adverſary. All the three were delighted with 
the Motion of Mr. Bummer, who had ſo happily 
recruited their broken Strength, And now Mr. 
Roxton was unanimouſly deſired to draw up a Re- 
preſentation to the above Purpoſe, as they told him 
by way of Encouragement, ** That Dominichino. 
„ himſelf, when he drew the furious Soldier, could 
* not horrify his Countenance half ſo much, by 
way of putting himſelf in the proper 2 
cc Or 
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e for CompoNſtion,*” as indeed every Body al- 
low'd that Mr. Roxton poſſeſs'd a happy Talent in 
all the different Orders of Exccration, from the 
Centle Rebule up to the moſt Deſperate Excommunt- 
cation by Bell, Book and Candle. . 

Mr. Roxton upon this yielded to their Intreaties 

call'd immediately for Pen and Ink, and ſtepping 
into his S udy, he brought from thence a Manu- 
ſcript of his own, which he had been enlarging and 
increaſing for the Space of forty Years. In ſhort it 
contain'd Extras of all the Speeches of the Vices 
and Diaboli that he could meet with in the theatrical 
Pieces of the Monks of the dark Ages, there were 
Tranſlations of the different Incantations of the 
Lapland Witches, and he had collected from the 
"Spaniſh Writers thoſe oracular Sentences that were 
ſaid to have been pronounced by the Black Pagod of 
Peru; but what he had copied over in the faireſt 
Manner, was a compleat Set of the Bulls of the 
Popes, from the earlieſt Ages down to his own 
Time; his Favourites among which, were thoſe 
terrible ones emitted againſt the German Emperors 
in the 11th and 12th Centuries, one of which he 
particularly valued as the Aple of his Eye, which 
was that of Gregory Hildebrand againſt Henry IVth, 
which made that poor Emperor (ſirnamed the Un- 
fortunate) travel penitentially out of Germany and 
come barefooted to his Holineſs at Canuſio FT. And 
this indeed he frankly own'd was the Piece that 
firſt hinted to him what might be the Excellence of 
ſuch a Collection; for he had indeavour'd to imi- 
tate all his Life-time that ſhining Example, and 


This alludes to a famous Story of that great Painter, told by 
Annibal Caracci, and to be found in Felibien and all the other 
Writers of the Lives of the Painters. 

F See the Collections of the German Hiſtorians by Freberus, 
Reuberus and Urſiifus. 
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had even found it ſucceed with him almoſt without 
an Exception, before this unhappy Rencounter. 

The ingenious Foſeph then retired to a Corner of 
the Room, while the other three withdrew to 
the other End of it, where they kept a dead 
Silence, as the Breaſts of each of them were plenti- 
fully fill'd with equal Portions of Anxiety and Ex- 
pectation, which never fails to bring on a peculiar 
Solemnity of Behaviour. 

But before Mr. Roxton proceeded to put Pen to 
Paper, he thought it proper firſt to kindle his Ima- 
gination and ripen his Faculties, by glancing over 
the ſhining Paſſages of his darling Miſcellany, 
which appeared to him now as an Armory, contain- 
ing the Implements of War of different Ages, ſome 
cluſter'd in particular Figures upon the Walls, others 
piled in Heaps, many ruſting in Sheaths and Scab- 
bards, all reſting themſelves peaceably after the 
Execution they had done in former Days. He was 
ſoon loſt in a Reverie, which filPd him with 
all the military Genius of the firſt Cruſades ; he be- 
gan to conceive his Adverſary as a barbarous Saracen 
from the Deſarts of Arabia, and of Courſe the 
Witneſſes like the Swarms of Mamelukes that fought 
under his Banner; it was but an eaſy Tranſition to 
conceive his own Cauſe to be the Cauſe of Gon and 
Religion, where by a plenary Indulgence and Diſ- 
penſation he thought it allowable to attack the Foe, 
by the Weapons of either Heaven, Earth, or Hell, 
according as any of them was neareſt at Hand to be 
lanced againſt him. He ſoon return'd to himſelf, 
however, from this Epiſade of Fancy, to ſomething 
more apropos to his Situation; but he ſtill retained 
from his laſt Train of thinking, a Kind of Effer- 
veſcence and Ebullition of Spirit towards the dif- 
ferent Exertions both of Slander and Panegyrick, 
which tho' the very Antipodes of Compoſition — 
eac 
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each other, are yet by a wonderful Paradox gene 
rally found to be Brethren and Fellow- Citizens, 
dwelling often in the ſame Book, the ſame Chapter, 
the ſame Page, and ſometimes even in the ſame in- 
dividual Line. ol 

He proceeded now (as being in a proper Trim) 
to draw up the Defence and Reply they had jointly 
agreed upon, the Subſtance of which was as fol- 
lows. ö | 

We Joſeph Roxton, Francis Flaity, Feffry Connor, 
and Peter Bummer, in regard to Truth, Honour, 
Honeſty and Conſcience, are the four moſt virtuous 
Men this Day upon the Face of the Earth, nor do 
we think ourſelves in the leaſt inferior, to any of the 
ancient Patriarchs, Prophets or Apoſtles, They 
here declared they were rejoiced that they had it in 
their Power, to detect a deep and dangerous Con- 
- ſpiracy of a numerous Knot of Villains, who had 
treacherouſly impos'd upon the World, and threatned 
to infect and debauch all the Innocent and Ignorant 
of the Land. That it was not therefore in behalf 
of themſelves they pretended to ſay any Thing, as 
being but little concern'd in the Affair, but that 
they thought it incumbent upon them to divert 
that Vengeance which was ready to burſt, not only 
upon the City of Cork, but over the large and ex- 
tenſive Province of Munſter. They went on, de- 
claring, that as they were not aſham'd to appear in 
the Cauſe of Truth, ſo they had alſo a particular 
Feeling for their Friends, their Countrymen and their 
Fellow-Citizens, and were therefore determin'd for 
their joint Intereſt to be the publick Guardians of 
the Bodies and Lives of all within that ſpreading 
Territory. They proceeded next to a particular At- 
tack upon the Malignants of the oppoſite Faction, 
by beſtowing ſeveral Curſes upon poor Mrs. Bate- 
may, whom they accus'd of Ingratitude, and being 

| ulc 
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uſed by her like Scaffolding to a Building, They 
diſcharged at leaſt thirty Oaths at proper Pauſes 
agaioſt every Individual of the whole Corps of the 
Witneſſes, which went off like the dropping Cannon 
at the Funeral of a Held. Marſhal, But the Im- 
recations againſt Bland were too thick and too 
to be number'd, as they flaſh'd out and 
thunder'd, faſter than the nightly Battetings at a 
Beleaguer'd Tom; and tho* they ſeem'd to forget 
him now and then in ſome little Digreffions, yet 
it was only collecting, combining, and pointing 
their united Strength to bring him down with the 
Fury of a new Blaſt. Upon all Occaſions they took 
Care to mention the Man that was knock'd on 
the Head on Monday laſt, and the infamous Vaga- 
bond who did the Deed, as particularly as if they 
had plainly prov'd the Facts to be true, or the Evi- 
dence to the contrary good for nothing. In ſhort, 
it concluded with declaring that the Whole of the 
Affidavits were horrid, ſcandalous, impious, and 


deteſtable Miſrepreſentations, wickedly procured by 


this Vagabond, whoſe Behaviour we are extremely 
forry, ſay they, compells us to proſecute him as 


Francis Flatty. 


effi ry Connor, 
Peter Bummer. 


Upon Mr. Roxton's reading the above Piece to the 
other three, they all broke out into the higheſt Ex- 
taſies of Tranſport, and declar'd by many curious 
Figures of Rhetorick, their prodigious Aſtoniſhment 
how he could ſo happily perſonate the Sentiments of 
them all, and that too in ſo loud an Accent, as if 
they together in a Chorus had given their Breath to 
every Note. He ſtop'd them however ſoon with a 


Treve 


"Sic fer. Jen Roxin. _ 
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Neve des Compliments, rung for the Maid to carry 


off they Shibbeen, and order'd in. a Bottle of good 
comfortable Port which was his favourite Liquors 
by way of rejoicing over their Enemies. 
They repair'd early next Morning to the Sheriff 
with their Reply, who on peruſing it, diſappointed 
them not a little, by repeating his old Advice to 


them with more Earneſtneſs than before, and hint- 


ing too by-the-by, that he thought it their Intereſt 
that the whole Affair ſhould be forgot. Roxton re- 
ply'd ir in the Name of the Reſt, «+ That they could 

not in Conſcience conſent to allow a Man to live 
* among them, who would no doubt propagate 
© that damnable Doctrine of knocking People in 
* the Head in the Water, which could ſo ealily-be 


 < practiſed in a Country where there were ſo many 


** large, deep, and navigable Rivers, and People 
* tumbling into them from Time to Time..“ 
Here the Manuſcript was moſt unhappily tore at 
this critical Place, ſo that I am unable to acquaint 
you with the final Iſſue of the Affair. I hope to 
have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you ſoon, and therefore 


at preſent ſhall conclude with declaring myſelf, Gn 


great cee 


Yours, &c. 


— 


LETTERS referrd's. 


Dr. MAD 10 Dr. RoGcEzrs. 


SIR, London, Sept. 17th, 1748. 


Receiver the Favour of your Letter yeſterday, and am 

very glad that the ſmall Service I did, in recommending you 
to the Royal Society, was ſo acceptable to you, I make no 
Doubt but when Occaſion offers, the Society will reap Benefit 
from ſo worthy a Member. | | 

The Caſe you are pleaſed to mention (of a young Gentle- 
man) your Patient, together with three other Phyſicians, who 
had a nervous Fever, &c. to whom without your Knowledge, 
a Phyſician was call'd in, who put him into a new Regimen, 
ix. Bleeding, Cooling, with coel diſtill'd Waters, impegnated 
with a Drachm of the Tin&ura Antiphthyfica, is really I think 
ſomewhat extraordinary, You deſire my Opinion of ſuch 
Management ; more particularly as to the Bleeding, and (be- 
cauſe this Practitioner juſtify'd himſelf by producing an original 
- Preſcription of mine, in which the Tinctura Antipthyfica is or- 
der'd for one Mr. Stawve/!) as to the Uſe of this Medicine. 
You will eaſily believe, Sir, that in my Multiplicity of Caſes, 
I cannot remember for what Diſeaſe, I directed this Tincture: 
But this I will venture to ſay, I ſhould not have given it in the 
Caſe of your Patient, in which, ſuch warm, diaphoretic Re- 
medies, you mention, ſeem to have been neceſſary ; with 
Bliſters, &c. As to the Bleeding in the frontal Veſſels, I ſhould 
think it too bold a Practice in. great Weakneſs, and ſo late in 
the Diſeaſe ; unleſs the Pulſe Was uncommonly hard and flrong; 
and attended with an Inflamation of the Brain, or ſome Symptom 
of that Kind. ” W 
As to the TinAura Antiphthyfica 3 T have ever ſince I began 
to practice, wſed it with great Succeſs in many Caſes : Particu- 
larly in Hectic Fevers, (but never in the acute) Spittings of 


>» Mook, Heat of the Kidneys, ſimple Gonorhæas, Sc. It was, 


you know, firſt recommended by Etmullerus ; who from its 
ffect gave it the Name: And is put into our new Pharmacopeia 
(under the Title of Tinctura Saturnina) and in that of Edinburgh 

and all the beſt of the foreign ones. | 
Sacharum Saturni | have never uſed internally ; but externally 
often, Whether as Lancif and Baglivi told you, it works like 
a flow Poiſon I cannot judge. You know there is a great Dif- 
* oh — ference 


4 


. f ; - e 
1 * ” A 
; P *J 
** 4 » 
5 9 \ . 1 
” © 8 C 5 Pg 
. * 
L - 
. 


fervace between a corroſive Salt given in Subſtance, and a Tinc- 
ture made of the ſame in Spirit of Wine, and given in ſmall 
Doſes. ' With-true Reſpect 2 . | 


S TR, 
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Sir, 


Your moft Obedient, Humble Servants 
R. Mz ad, 


Dr. FREWIN to Dr. Roctss, 


Oxford, Fan. 16th, 1948-9. 


7 OUR Letter dated Now. 17. I received about the latter 
End of that Month. You are pleaſed to pay Compliments 


"to me, and Deference to my Judgment, much greater than I 


have a Rightto : But at the ſame Time have engaged me in an 
Affair very diſagreeable to my Inclinations, of being Arbitrator 
in the Diſputes of Phyſicians, In my Opinion, the Gentlemen 
do their Adverſary roo much Honour in applying to a Phyfician 


of another Nation. 


However fince you ſay four Phyſicians of good Character, are 
concerned in the Diſpute, you ſhall have my Thoughts. 

I muſt therefore declare, that I think it a Point agreed on 
by the beſt Practitioners and Writers, that at a Time when a 
Criſis is at hand (which you ſay the Gentlemen expected the four- 
teenth Night) Nature ſhould not be interrupted by Bleeding or 
any other Eyacuation : And particularly under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as they deſcribe their Patient to have been, at that Juncture, 
I think bleeding was improper. Tho* when Fevers run to a great 
Length, and there is no Sign of an afproaching Criſis, it is not 

uſual: with Phyſiciang in England, to dire4 Bleeding at the 
2 Artery or, at the Saphæaa Vein, later than the 
fourteenth Day, when the Quickneſs and Strength of the Pulſe 
or other Symptoms, require that Evacuation. | | 

As for the Tin4ura Antiphthy/ica, I never gave that Medi- 
cine, nor ever ſhall give it, in an acute continued Fever. When 
] have directed it, I have never given more than 30 Drops at a 
Time, and not more frequently than once in 6 Hours, flap, a 

u 
I 


in Briſtol Water, or in ſome very temperate or cool 
moſt agreeable to the Intention and Effect of that 


lap, as 
ie, 


which in my Opinion is of a coagulating Nature, and given with 


a View of inſpiſſating the Juices, 


: 
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I am _aſham'd to refle& that I haye ſo deferred my 
Anſwer to your Letter, but an Infirmity in my Eyes, and ſome 
melancholy Diſtreſs in my Family, 'and daily Engagements in 
Buſineſs, have 5 my Writing ſooner, and will I hope 
prove my E | 


Ian, 
2 85 Sir, 
Your neſt Obedient and moft Humble Servant, 


ww 


R. FR EWiIN. 


Dr. Map to Dr. Brain, 


$1R, - London, Nov. 24h, 1748. 


HAVE received your Letter of the 6:h, and am ſorry to 
ſee Conteſts and warm Diſputes among Phyſicians, whoſe 
Education and Knowledge of the World, ought to ſet them 
above Behaviour, unbecoming Gentlemen. But your Caſe is I 
muſt needs ſay very hard; To he reflected upon for ill Succeſs in 


treating a Patient, is not knuſual 3 but to bag ck d for curing 
in a deſperate Diſeaſe, is quite uncommon. 


I have read the pour Relation of Mr. Baker's Caſe which 
you have been pleaſed to ſend me, that which you mention as 
publiſhed by Dr. Rogers, or his Friend, I have not yet ſeen. 
But it is moſt aſtoniſhing, that your Enemies ſhould give out, 
that the Receipt which you have publiſh'd as mine, ſhould be 
forged. Such Practices myſt, in the End, turn out to the 
Shame and Confuſion of thoſe who uſe them. _ 

When Dr. Rogers wrote to ge, by way of Appeal to my 
Judgment, I plainly told him, that altho' I could not be a Judge 
of all the Circumſtances of Mr. Baker++.Caſe, yet as to the Tinctura 
Antiphthy#-<a, e which he made his main Objection, as unſafe and 
a Kind Poiſon, it was a Medicine which I had made Uſe of 
e great Succeſs, for theſe fifty Vears: 1 worider'd indeed 
that he ſhould be a Stranger to it, having been firſt invented by 
Etmuller, and recommended by our great Mr. Boyle, and pub- 
liſhed in almoſt all the foreign Pharmacopeias, as well as in our 
late London one. The Caſes in which I chiefly uſe it, are flow. 
beQtic Fevers, particularly when attended with a Loo ſeneſi, pro- 
fuſe Sweats and a Coliquation of the Humours 3 reckon two or 


3 three 
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three Drachms given at different Times in cooling Liquors every 
four and twenty Hours, tobe a convenient Doſe. — 

I hope, that if Dr. Rogers thinks fit to publiſh any Thing as 
from me, he will be ſo fair as to do it in my own Words. | 

"If it can be of any Service to you to ſhew this, either to r 
Friends or Enemies, you have full Liberty to do it; for Iam 
always on the Side of Truth and Humanity. I wiſh you always 
600 Succeſs in your Buſineſs, and am 


Your moſt Obedient, Humble Servant, 
. | R. Mz AB. 


